ISCOURSE 


ON THE | 
ay of Inſtruction 
Wee 


ATECHISMS, 


AND OF THE 
ſt Manner of Compoſing them. 


The Third Edition Corrected, 


xrviii. 9, 10. For them that are weaned from 
ve Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts, Precept 


there a little. \ 
Ir. xiv. 9. Except ye utter by the Tongue Word: 
of to be underfiood, ye ſhall ſpeak in the Air. 

dr. iii 2. I bave fed you with Milk and not 
th Meat, for ye were not able te bear it. 
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ft be upon Precept, Line upon Line, here a little 


MRickard HETT, at the Bible and 


— 


— 


(in) 


* 
— _ 1 * FR a 


N * > 


TO THE 
Parents and Governors 
| WORE, 
JFAMILIE S 


: Belonging to the 


ONGREGATION which uſu- 
ally aſſembles for Warſhip in 
EO London. = 


Chriſtian Friend beloved in our Lands: 
1.1 N CE: you make à "ſolemn, Pro: 
J* fefion of the: Religion of Chriſt, and 
Build your Hopes of a Happy Eter- 
17 upon it, I am well perſuaded it is the 
ere of. your Souls-1that. your Families 
voutd be trained up inthe. Practice ef the. 
ame Religion, and become Heirs of eternal 
: 7 hc together.zoith. your ſelves... * 
＋94 2 bis 


6. ( 1v ) p 
this End you engage their Altendance 3 
publick Worſhip $3 but your Miniſters hay 
little bope of obtaining this End by all ther 
publick Labours, unleſ you join to af. 
them with. your private Inſtructions aui 
Prayers, ; | th; 
Even when we addreſs our Diſcourſe: i 
the Young, we can do it but in genad 
Language; but you have ſome ſpecial Al. 
vanlages with regard to thoſe of your om 
Houſe : There are many Oppartuniti 
which you may ſetze to promote this piu 
Wort; many tender Moments of Adar 
wherein you may apply your ſelves in a 
more particular Manner to the Underſtand 
ings and to the Conſciences of your Chil 
dren, in order io fix the great Doctrines ani 
Duties of "Chriſtianity upon their Memory 
and their Heart. 

IT need not inform you, for you are wt 
apprized of this great Truth, that tit 
Foundation of all Religion is laid in Know 
Tedge. We muſt not worſbip an unknown 
God, nor pay him Service without Under- 
Rlanding. I preſume therefore that you tak 
due Care and Pains to inſtrut# your Chil 

dren in their early Years in the chief Prin. 
ciples of our 100 Religion, and I woul 
bope that while you make them learn 10 


nite 
Prout 
are 


in 


0 y ) 

ful al comprebenſir ve Form of Infiruftion 

called the A fſembly*s ſhorter Catechiſm, 

yy endeavonr to inform them of the Mean- 
N every Sentence, that they may not 

— Words by role without FR what 

Ihiy mean. 


tber you can find that your Children take in 
the Senſe" of thoſe Queſtions and Anſwers in 


the Years of Infancy and Childbocd, when 


you impreſs the Words upon their Memory ? 
Do they pronounce the Anſwers in ſuch a 
Manner as ibo they under flood the Mean- 
ing of them"? May I be permitted yet fur- 
Iver 18" enquire ant 1 yourſelves — 
yu" learned this Catechiſm in your young 

Nears 7 Did yon underſl and all thoſe 2 
lences und Expreſſions, when perhaps you 
Id realy repeat them by heart? 1, am 
ferſuatied-you have made Jome Obſervations 
won your 00) EA perinncey both in learning 
aug fan tenobing the Thing? of Gon Surel 

wit art convinced if is far better that Chil- 

uren fbould be inftrutied in ibe impor nunt 
Principles of their Duty and Happineſs, in 


. cb Muy, af may lend tbem to underſt and 


the Words tohieh bey lean to pronounts. 
_=_ not many" of * often jd for 


A 3 ſome 


And yet ¶ beg. lende io enquire of h, 
my Friend, after all your Labours, whe- 


(vi) 
ſome eaſier and ſhorter Forms of Know. 
ledge, 2 yaur Children might base 
ſome Senſe of divine Things aud early Re 
ligion let into ibeir Mings in a Way mart 
ſuited io their feeble Capacities ? 

' Far be it from me 10 take out. of your 

Hands that valuable Catechiſm of the Al. 
| ſembly of Divines: I am nat going 4 
perfuade you 10 lay aſide the Uſe of it is 


your Families; but only te render th; 


- 


when their Minds are better fitted 16 re. 
cejve the deeper Senſe therein conta ine 
Wit is what a Mullitude of private Chri- 
ſtians bave defired, and that not aniy for 
the Dye of their Children, but of their Ser. 
vants alſo, and for the firſt Inſiruttion 


an of the more ignorant Paris Man- 


; EEE ESPE TSD SpSroooLrEe-nqM een 


kind. This is what many Mini wo hen 
| 7 


cam) 
attempted æuen * the Aſſerthly's Cate- 
thiſm was wwrilten : This is what I baue 
been en ſalicited to undertake thefe twenty 
legs by feveral Miniſters and private 
Chriſtians : And this, my Friends, is the 
Buſineſs and Defog of the Wtle Book which 
Livre pee your Though I will nat pre- 
lind or preſume io write Calachiſins for the 
yr 1 think I do net extend my S 
Ceres beyond my proper Province, 
when. 1 take Pains 10 ö 
5 
an 6 Proper 10 10 
of theſe Nai Forms of Inſtruttian, I 
_ 9.4 they may A all the defored 


el be enquired bow 7 came | 
ſa about this Work now, after fo long Sol. 
iciiations and Delays, I will ell you freely, * 
that white I tas Writing the Treatiſe 
kducation- which I promiſed the War 
jome time ago, I found this Wort of Cate- 
cling: came in neceſſarily as 4 Part of it: 
dad finding it grow ioo large for a * 
n jg 'Treatiſes 4 ſparaied is from the 
reſt, . and have thus prepared it io he 
8 by ne ee is f. 


I bes 


( viti ) 

I believe 50¹ 4bill heartily agree to do n: 

þ much Juſſtice, as not to impute this Mort 
to uny Principle of Ambition, or to ſuppiſe 
that a vain” Defign' of Glory among ſt Men 


bas lempted me 10 frame and ABC for Chil- 


dren. " I well know that ſome of my par. 
ticular Friends imagine my Time is en- 
A uin uo meun a Service while. I writ: 
for Babes Ion my Obligations io them 
for ideir g 004" Opinion of an) of my other 
Writings : But I content my ſelf "with this 
Thought, ibat nothing. i 2 mean for 4 
Servant of Chriſt 10 ingage in, if be can 
| thereby moſt"'effeFually Promote the King. 
dom of his bleſſed. Maſtey: F ibe Gol 
whom 1 ſerve will bleſs my * — 2 
zhe Seeds of Religion in ibe Uniterſt andings 
aud Hearts of Children, J. all hope ther 
will ariſe a fair "Harveſt of the Fru i 
Holineſs in the ſucceeding Generation, and 
ſome Revenue of Glory "ny 'C#eator ani 
Redeemer. unn de \ s An „. 
Perbaps it is not proper for mers fas 
- and\the World will hardly believe, what 
Pains have been taken in compoſing theſt 
Catechiſms;" eſpecially the" firſt and ſecond 
of them : With whas Care I bave endea- 
vour d to ſele? the moſt eaſy and neceſſary 


Part of our Religion in order to propel 
Jen 
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1 
them to the Memory of Children according 
ts their Ages: What laborious Diligence 
bas been 72 to ſeek out all the plaineſt and 
moſt familiar Forms of Speech, thai the 
great Things of 
the Goſpel might be brought down to the 
Capacities of Children, Tis not for me to 
ſay bot many Hours and Days and Weeks 
— been ſent in reviewing and examine 
ery Word and Expreſſion, that if 
Wall nothing might be inſerted which 
6 I might give juſt Occaſuon of Offence to pious 
an Perſons and Families, that nothing might 


g- be left out which was neceſſary for Children 


to bnow in that tender Age; and that no 
Word, Phraſe, or Sentiment (if peffible) 
might be admitted which could not be brought 
in ſome meaſure within the Reach of a 
Child's Underſtanding 

I am well aware has both my younger 
Cotechiſms will be thought defective, in that 
- WW 1 have not thirein warned Children more 
% particularly of ſame Sins of which they are 
bat in continual Danger. But I was much a- 
eſe ¶ fraid io make theſe early Forms of TInſtrufti. 
20d en 40% burthenſome — tedious. Beſides, 

: Wl whatever is manting either of the mention 


God and the Myſteries of 


- 
—— — — 
— 


of Duties or of Sins, relating to God r 
day may be found in tbe Expicatin 4 
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the Ten Commandments in "the Afembly' $ 
Catechiſm, or in my Preſervative from 
the Sins and Follies of Childhood and 
Youth'; and 1 have recommended b:1h 
theſe to be read frequently, even while 
Children are learning the foregoing Cate- 
chi/ms by heart. 

N * is another Dees of "which ſome 
will complain, and that is, there is not 
enough of the Hiſtorical Part of our Re- 
ligion brought- into the two Carechiſms of 
the Principles of Religion which I have 
written for Children: At leaſt the Hiſtory 
of Adam and of the Jews, and dhe In 
of Chriſt h have bad a- much large 
Share therein, But ] deſire my-Friends 15 
conſider that at the ſame Nime tobile theſ: 
Catechifms are learning, ibere are Cale- 
chiſms of Scripture-Hiſtory | propoſed a! 
to be gatten by beatt, according to tbe diffe- 
rent Ages of Children, whereinwthe Narra- 
tives relating both to the firſt' and ſecond 
Adam and-to the Jews are muchitarger ; 
and 1'think this will fully relieve that ſup- 


Poſed Inconveniente or Defett ;" for thert 


was uo need of repeating ibeſe Hiſtorical 
Tranſattions in both Places > And if I bad 
added more of the Sacred Hiſtory to 1b: 


Catechijms of the Principles of * 
2 - { 


(a) 

# would have made them appear too long 
and tedious. 10 
But that yon may be more fully acquaini- 
ed with abe Reaſons of this Attempt, ' and 
that you may know the Method I have ob- 
„ved, and the Care 1 bave taken in theſe 
Compoſures, I entreat you to read over the 

„ following. Diſcourſe of the Excellency and 
„ WM Uſe of Catechiſms, and of the natural and 
2. WW 196 v/eful Manner of Compoſing them. 
ot hen you have diligently and without 
„Prejudice peruſed that ſhart. Eſſay, J am 
ry I 2 /uaded you will agree with me, at leaſt 
T5 in this general Opinion, that ſomething more 
„ban bath been done in Times paſt ought to 
be attempied in order to render the momen- 
ſe I Concerns of Religion more intelligible to 
iz. Wl Children, and that theſe my Labours are not 
17 Wl wterly unſuited to that Deſign. % 
7. et after all I commit theſe Papers to your - 
„ Cundour as well as to your Judgment and 
nd our practical Uſe : And while you labour 
„ibis moſt neceſſary Work, the infirufting 
%- hour Families in the Dottrines and Du- 
art lies of Chriſtianity, let your daily fervent 
cab Prayers accompany. your private Inſtructi- 
had Nn, that the Heart may be enriched with 
every divine Grace, while the Head is fur- 
niſoed with uſeful Knowledge, And may be 
rA 55h Spirit 


( 
Spirit of Light and Grace deſcend on all the 
younger Branches of your Houſhold, and vi. 
every menial Servant there, that your Fa. 
milies may be as Temples: whereinGod may 

dꝛpell with all the Train of Bleſſings which 
relate to this Life and the Life io come. 
While my Want of à ftrong Conſtitution 
of wo and my 3 — 
From the City, render me uncapable of | 
ing jo many Viſits | 10 your" Families, and \ 
promoting their ſpiritual Welfare fo murb as 
1-260hld glauiy do, I bumnbly bope this little 
Book may be attended with the divine Bl:- 
ſong z that your Children may derive from 
it abundant Benefit, that the Principles of 
Piety and Goodneſs being early inſtill'd into 
their ? Minds, they may be better ed a. 
goinſt the TemPdations of Infidelity, Vice Bel 

— Profaneneſs, that\they may fland up in 

the follgwing Age as — and Orna- 

ments of true Religion, and bear up the 

Name of Cbriſt wub Homus in a degene- 

rate and finful World yr is ny bearty Tb 

Prayer of 


| [YourDavored r 1 
Servant 10 the Goſpel, 


| Theobald Sn ü 
"Feb, — | * | 
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ly The Dury of infirutting Children in Religion. 


HILDREN have Souls as well as 
Men: They foon diſcover their Ca- 
pacity of reaſoning, and make it ap- 
pear that they can learn the things 

G00 1 Religion. The great God there- 
expects that little Children ſhould be 
B taught 


I „9 


0 2 A Diſfcotrſe on Sec. 
taught to know and love, and worſhip him; 
for he hath not beſtowed their early Powers 
vain, 


| Their Souls alſo m their own Nature ar 
| immortal; and thouſands of them are ſun 


moned away Je e Wen y Death. Th 


| ee Wopld G's ill call th 
© mall as Ms She reat to his Bar of Ac 
| count. All thoſe hom he hall eſteem 


pable of Duty and Sinning muſt be 5 


d K. Ty ar 


only knows., Parents theredite cannot we 
n too ſoon to let Children know that th 
— that muſt int when their Bodies: 


A five OO oor Ny 2p there 


| nt᷑ to be gift 
| — rally Behaviour in this Life, as ſoon as th 
| have well learnt there“ is cn 700d, and wh 
Duties he requires of them. 

[1] ani by noc means of their Opinion who 

Children grow up almoſt to the Age of Mat 

l -hood before their Minds are informed of tl 
| Principles of Reli Their Pretence | 
that the Choice de Religion ought to be pe 
| fectly ſree, and not. biaſs d and influenced 
| the Authority of Parents, or the Power 
ducation. But ſurely the Great; God wi 

4 ied the Soul of Man hath made it ca . 
4 Religion and the Kno ver 

178 Inſtruction 'of. others ind — 

5 * 1 Chi, long g before | it is capt 
0 0 ug put the wan of God # 


' Rebgi 
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Calecbijms for Cbildren. 3 
Nagion byrits own reaſoning Powers; and 
iy: thould not Parents follow / the Order of 
Goch and Nature 3-why ſhould: theyrnot/lin- 
ft Children in the Knowledge and Love 
and Fear of God, 4s ſoon as they are Capable 
o theſe divifie / Leſſons, and not / leave them 
tigrow up to their full Bulk and Ste, like 
te Ofboring: of .brute Animals, without. Go 
and without Knowledge gg 
Beſides, doth not the very Light of Na- 
ture teach us: that Parents are intruſted with 
he Care of their Children in younger Years, 
i furniſn their Minds with the Seeds of Vir- 
ne eo Happineſs, as well as to provide for 
ir Bodies Food and Raiment ? Are Parents 
ound to take care of the Fleſh that periſhes, 


„et- leſt at a Jooſe, and unconcerneil to 


take any care of immortal Spirits ? Muſt they 
tt afraid to teach their Children'the beſt Way: 
they know to everlaſting: Life, for fear leſt 
they-ſhould believe and practiſe it before their 


Neabn is Ripe enough to chuſe a Religion for 


eemſelves? Will they let them trifle away 


Wtheir Childhood and Youth without the 
Knowledge and Love of - God, for. fear they | 


Ihould learn it too ſoon, or leſt they ſhould 


x MWhuild their Faith and Practice too much upon 


the ſuperior Age, Character and Authecky * 
their Parents? | 


But let us enquire a little, What was this 
Wuperior. Age and Knowledge, this ſuperior. 
Cbaracter and Authority of Parents deſigned, 

ur, £ not for the Care, "Jnfrufdien and Go- 


B 2 vernment 


vernment of their tender and ignorant Off. 
ſpring? And can we imagine this Paternal 
Authority, Inſtruction and Government 
ſhould reach to every other Part of the Child: 
Conduct, and exclude his Religion ? Muſt the 
Parent give him the beſt Inſtructions he can 
in the Affairs of this periſhing Life, and refuſe 
or neglect it in the things of everlaſting Mo- 
ment and divine Importance? Is it not inf- 
nitely better that Children ſhould) know and 
ſerve God, becauſe their Parents teach them 
to do it, than that they ſhould be utterly igno- 
rant of God, and live in a ſtupid Neglect d 
him and his Service? Can a religious Parent 
fatisfy himſelf with this philoſophical Pretence 
of not biaſſing the Judgment of his Children, 
and let them go on, and die before they ar- 
rive at Manhood, in a State of ſhameful Igno- 
rance and Rebellion againſt their Maker! 
Are Children entruſted to the Affection and 
Care of Parents by the God of Nature, for ſo 
deplorable an as this? And will the Life 
and Soul of the Child never be required at the 
Parents Hand? 
Pbere be many Hours and Seaſons of 
Life, when Parents may give notice to their 
Children as they grow up to Maturity, that 
Religion ought to be a Matter of their ratio- 


nal Choice. They may be taught to examine 
the Principles they received from their Educa- 
upon ſolid Grounds : But in the mean time 
Children ought to have ſome Notices of tix 


(3reat 


. Catecbiſnt for Children. g 
. Creat God who made them inſtilPd/into their 
ml Minds from their very Infancy. They ought 
ent ils be led into that Religion in which their Pa- 
les i fetits hope to obtain Acceptance with God, 
the nd Ha in the World to come. This 
can sche univerſal Voice of Nature, and it re- 
ful ¶ caims aloud againſt thoſe humorous, ſlothful 
Yo. Nor cruel Parents, who bring their Children in- 
nf. No a dangerous World, and into a State of 
aud Exiſtence which has no End; and yet take no 
em Care toinform them how to eſcape the Dan- 
no- gers of this World, nor how to ſeek the Hap- 
ta pineſs of their endleſs Exiſtence. 
ent This is the ſolemn Appointment of Heiveh 
ne y expreſs Revelation. The. Command of 
en, WI Miſes the divine Lawgiver, the Proverbs of 
ar- nam, the wiſeſt of Mien; ànda the ſacred 
| Epiſtles of St. Paul; the greateſt of the Apo- 
les, all concur, ahd repeat this Advice, 7+ . 
teach the Wards of: Gad to Chir en dilſginthy, to 
uin up Children in the May they ſhould go, and 
to educate them in the Nurture and Admomition 
F the true — Dat vie 6,71 
Prov. xxii. G. Eph; vi. 4. 
s of WW And ſurely, If Patents had but; that juſt 
heir I Share Of „ Tendernefinnd Affection for:their 
hat I poung Sons and their Daughters, that Nature 
tio- ¶ requires, or that Scripture: enjoins, if they did 
ine but look: upon them as little Parts of them- 
Ca- ¶ ſelves; they could not forbear to acquaint them 
tice WF wich the things that belong ta their everlaſting 
me Welfare I might add this alſo as a final 
a Conſideration, Lat Keen cm 
e 3 


6 J Diſcouwſem \ Sec. 
to inform their Children of the Duty they 
owe to God, they will quickly find that Chi 


dren will pay very little Duty to their Pa- 
rents; and they will read their own Crime 


SECT. II. 
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BET ieee are convince! 
of their Duty to their Children in thi 
reſpect, tho ſome Doubts may remain whe- 
ther they ſhould this Work of Inftrudi- 

——— fancy. Now I know nd 

Reaſon why this Blefling ſhould be with-held 

from Ohildren when they are firſt capable d 

receiying it. As ſoon as the Creature 

begin to make it appear that they have Under. 

— . of Rex 

they may out Oo ea · 


fon in ihe T of R Children af 


the Beatts, — Tram; and Men and Wo- 
men, did not make themſelves 3 but that 
— forms Almighty Reing that made them 
hed they cannot fee him my with! their Eyes: 
they may be e in a — 
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Catec biſins for Children. 7 
reaſoning in ſome of the moſt evident 

+ rw neceſſary Duties which they owe to 
the Great God, whom they ſee not, almoſt 
as ſoon as they axe taught the Duties of Love 
and Obedience to their Parents, whom they 
ke daily, By little and little they may be in- 
formed and made 40 ee that they are ſinful 
Creatures, that they have offended the Great 
God that made them, that they cannot fave 
themſelves from his Anger; and thus they 
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„ ren 
ory Sim ande 8 * mae 
Short” Summarits Rilinios are nec 
1 918 2 {13 2 the een. * 1 ji 

225 ad: abr 
0 R yet it e 1 
5 dren to read, — to put the Bible 
eir: Hands, and to tell them, Here lis 
= higion, and you it aus as well as 
2 great f — the 

Holy Scripturts to be the perſect Rule of our 
Faith and Practice, and ſuſſicient of itſelſ 
without the Help of. human Traditions, hath 
alſo appointed that in all the ſucceſſive Ages of 
Mankind: there ſhould be ſome Teachers and 
Inſtruttors of others, to point out to them 
what? uſe is to be made of theſe Sacred Vo- 
himes! Parents by the Laws of Nature and 

ure veſted with this Office : They 
iſt teach Children how to draw their Re- 
2 outof the Bible, and render the Know- 
— of Divine Things more eaſy,” by ſhew- 
ing them! how: to diſtinguiſh the moſt uſeful 
Parts of Seripture from the reſt, and which 
are the more V Doctrines and Duties 
of Religion are derived from the 
Word of God. Without ſuch Helps as theſe 
the more ignorant and illiterate Part of Man- 
kind might: turn over. the Leaves of their 
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Catechiſms for Children. g 
for themſelves any tolerable Scheme of their 


Duty to God or their Fellow-Creatures. I 


knew a Perſon: who falling under ſenſible 
Convictions of her Want of Religion and Pie- 
ty toward God, and Having been told that 

the Bible was the Book whence:iſbe was to 
karn her Duty, reaſon'd thus with herſelf, 
Where ſhall I find the beginning of my 
a AP but in the Beginning of this 
45 And ſo ſhe betook herſelf to read 
ſeveral / of the firſt Chapters of Geneſos. She 
laboured and wearied herſelf in that Search. 
with very fmialt Advantage, till by the Infor- 
mation — other Chriſtians and Attendance on 
the Miniſtry of the Word, ſhe was led ints 
the Knowledge of — chief Principles of the 
Chriſtian Reli which are fcattered up 
* — Parts f the Word of 


We muſt conſider that the Bible i is large 
Book, and it contains the Hiſtory of Man- 
kind, and particularly of the Church of God 
from the Beginning of the World. Herein 
are recorded- the feveral Diſcoveries of the 
Mind and Will of God in every Age accord- 
ing to the Neceſſities and Occaſions af Men. 
dme of theſe Rules .of Duty which were 
given to the Church of God in antient 
ae now antiquated and aboliſhed; ſuch are 
the Sacrthoes and Ceremonies. of the Patriar- 
chal Religion from Adam to AAeſes, and the 
more numerous Rites.of the Levitical Law. 
Many of the Doctrines and Duties of Piety 
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are alſo intermingled ſo much with the hiſto. 
rica].and:prophetical® Writings, that an un- 
learned and ignorant Perſon needs ſome kind 
harid to point but t hoſe (Places w here theſe im- 
portant Truths and Duties lie; and ſuch x 
friendly Hand would ſtill give greater Affi. 
ſtance toſ the ignorant Inquirer by gathering 
together in one view, and in proper order, the 
more conſiderable and ary Articles of 
Faith and Practice, ad they: lie /promiſeuoully 
ſcattered abroad in this large Volume of the 
Seriptures 1! lion bear (bf 52 
This is the great Deſign of the Bodies of 
Divinity and Syſtems which have been drawn 
up in larger or leſſer Forms by learned Men 
in ſeveral Ages: Nor is it any derogation from 
the Honour of Scripture when: we propoſe 
theſe 8yſtems for the Inſtruction of thoſe w 
are ignorant; for we own all their Authority 
to be derived from the Word of God. I know 
not how to ſet this matter in a more agreeable 
Light than the late Reverend Mr. Matthew 
Henny has done in a Sermon of his preached al- 
moſt twenty Years ago. Bear us witneß 
*© (faith he) we ſet up no other Rule of Faith 
and Practice, no other Oracle, no other 
Touch- ſtone or Teſt of Orthodoxy, but 
* the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
< Teſtament : Theſe only are the Fountains 
© whence we fetch our Knowledge; theſe 
only the Foundations. on which we build 
< our Faith and Hope; theſe the dernier 
* Reſart of all our Enquiries and Appeal 


„ in 


— 
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in the Things of God, for they only are 


given by divine Inſpiration. Every other 


« help we have for our Souls we make uſe of 


in Subordination and Suhſerviency to the 


Seripture, and among the reſt our. Cate- 
c chiſms/ and Confeſſions of Faith. - Give 


«me. leave (faith. he) to illuſtrate this by an 
« Appeal to the Gentlemen of the long Robe; 
« they know very well that the Common 


« Law of. England lies in; the: Year»Book, -and 
Beule Reports; in the Records of imme» 
« morial Cuſtoms, and in · Gaſes occafionally,ad- 
judgad, which are not an artificial Syſtem 
« drawn,up by the Rules of Method, but ra- 


ther hiſtorical, Collections of what was ſo- 
« lemnly diſcufled -and judiciouſly deliyered in 
« ſeveral, Reigns, pro re natd, and always ta- 


* ken for Law, and according to which the 


practice has always been. Now ſuch are 


the Books of the Scripture, Hiſtories of 
« the ſeveral Ages of the Church, as thoſe 
of the, ſeveral. Reigns of the Kings, and 
«of. the Diſcoveries of God's . Mind, and 


„Will in every Age as there was ogcaſion- ; 
5 and theſe tog are built upon ancient Prin- 
1 ciples received and ſubmitted to before theſe 


a divine Annals began to be written. 


„ But, tho thoſe: are the Fountains. and 
« F oundations of the Law, thoſe Gentlemen 


know that) 1/ftitutes and, Abritgments, Cal. 


* Jeffigns; of, and Sante, to the Caſes ad- 


dudged in the Bool 2 . 25 Uſe, to 


Study of the 


%ra ras 0 
Nil _ W Ori- 


vi Ll 


Athers and by this means they are ſet in: 
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«- Originals, and to aſſiſt them in the Appl. MW © 


< cation of them; but they are not Bas " Ve 


* to derogate from the Authority and H ono 
< of them, ſuch we reckon our Forms of ſeu WM 7 
* Fords to be. If in any thing —4 miſtake te 
ce the Senſe of the Text, n it, they p 
< muſt be corrected hy it; banden b. 
<< agree with it, they ure of great uſe > to male m 
c it more eaſy and ready to us. Cty 
« That” which is intended in theſe Frm M 
ſound Words, is not like the Council af * 


0 N and add it w ſti 


* what we have in the Scripture, but to col - e 
cc lect and methodize the Truths and Laws af W. 
God, and to make them familiar. Thu n 
this pious Writer makes it appear, that there an 
are three valuable Ends attained by framing I * 
ſuch comprehenſive Syſtems of Religion out bre 
the Word of God. wi 
« x. Hereby (faith he) the main Principle W: 
of Chriſtianity which lie ſcattered in the 
a re are collected and brought toge- if 


«© much eaſtier view before the Minds of 
„ Men; Our Catechifms and Confeſſions of 
«Faith pick up from- the ſeveral Parts of 


* Holy Writ thoſe” Paſſages which (though 


* perhaps occaſionally delivered) contain the 
{ſentials of Religion, the Foundations and 
= « maine Pillars upon which" Chriſtianity i 
« duilt, which we arc'conkerned rightly to un. 
« derſtand, and firmly to believe in the firſ 
place, and then to go om to Perfection. 
* 2. Here 


by Author has ſpe n 


'  Catechiſms for Children. 13 
* 2, Hereby the Truths of God, the ſe- 
i yeral Articles of Chriſtian Doctrine and 
Duty are methodized and put in order. 
{'Tis true, the Books of Scripture are writ- 
ten in an excellent Method according to the 


particular Nature and Intention of them; 


but when the De is to repreſent - the 
© main Principles of Religion in one view, 
tis neceſſary that they be put into another 
Method, proper to ſerve that Deſign, that 
ve may underſtand. them the more di- 
ſtinctly by obſerving. their mutual Refe- 
rences to each other, their Connection 
{ with, and . Dependence upon each other, 
and thereby they appear in their truer Light 
and fuller Luſtre. "HFS | 
4 3. Hereby the Truths of God are 
brought down to the Capacity of thoſe 
who are as yet but weak in Underſtand- 
ANT. * 
In all this Account of Things this wor- 
ken ſo much of my Sen- 
ments, that I choſe to ſet before the Reader 
his own Words, the ſeveral Advantages 
drawing ſuch little Schemes of the 
rinciples. of Ghriftianity. þ 


7 
- 
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learned, there is none ſo proper for Chil 
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3: 

8E CT. IV. - 

Catechiſms" are the 'beft Summaries of Ri 
ee 0 COR. | Us 

t 


NOW among the various Forms and 
Methods wherein the prime Articles 


our Religion have been put together in Ne 


comprehenſive Scheme for the Uſe of the Un 


dren as that of Catechiſms, The way of an 
ſtruction by Quęſtian and Anſwer ſeems to line 
the plaineſt and eaſieſt manner wherein He! 
Knowledge of Religion can be convey'd ant 
the Minds of thoſe that are ignorant, and e 
pecially of the younger Parts of Mankin 
This will appear in ſeveral Reſpects. ſeth, 

1. Hereby the Principles of  ChriſtianiWore 
are reduced into ſhort ' Sentences, which aeref 
much more eaſy to be underſtood by Childre 
as well as to be treaſured up in their Me 
mories. | 

2. Hereby theſe divine Principles are 0 
only thrown into a juſt and eaſy Method, | 
every Part of them is naturally introduced H Lay: 
a proper Queſtion ; and the Rehearſal of tht 
Anſwer (which ſhould ſeldom exceed thre 
or four Lines) is made far eaſier to a Chil 
than it would be if the Child were require 
to repeat the whole Scheme of Religion iy 
heart without the Interpoſition of anotheſſ ver) 


Speaker. | 
2 3. Tu 
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3 This way of teaching hath ſomething; 
umiliar and delightful in it, becauſe it looks 
pore like Converſation and Dialogue. It { 
zeps the Attention fixed with Pleaſure on | 
te ſacred Subject, and yet continually re- | 
ves the Attention by the alternate Returns | 
the Queſtion and Anſwer, | 
4. The very Curioſity of the young Mind 1 
awakened by the Queſtion to know what: F 
be Anſwer will be; and the Child will take 
alure in learning the Anſwer by heart to 
nprove its own Knowledge, and to be able 
danſwer ſuch a Queſtion... And thus the 
rinciples of Religion will gradually flide into 
te Mind, and the whole Scheme of it be 
arnt without Fatigue and Tireſomnefs, 
might have enlarged greatly upon each 
theſe Advantages which the Catechetical 
lethod has for the Inſtruction of Children. 
He and beyond all others. I profeſs myſelf 
Werefore a conſtant Friend to Catechiſms for 
e Inſtruction· of the Ignorant. 


ly 


EC. F., F. 


tenching Children to underſtand what they 
larn by heart, and of the Uſe of different- 
Latechiſms for different Ages. 


H E great Queſtion. that now remains is 
0 this, bat ſort of Catechiſms are maſt 
i'r for the Uſe of Children ? The Anſwer 
very natural, and ever at hand: Surely 
B 2. ſuch 
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ſuch Catechiſms muſt be beſt -which they 
can beſt underſtand, ſuppoſing that all the 
Articles of Religion neceflary for Childrey 
are contained in them. 1 

The Buſineſs and Duty of the Teacher 
not merely to teach them Words but Thing 
Words written on the Memory without Ide 
or Senſe in the Mind, will never incline; 
Child to his Duty, nor fave his Soul. Th! 
young Creature will neither be the wiſer ng 
the better for being able to repeat accurate Dt 
finitions and Theorems in Divinity wither 
knowing what they mean. Suppoſe a grow 
| Perſon, who knows no Language but E 
biſh, ſhould get by heart the divineſt De mor 
ctrines, or moſt perfect Rules of Duty i 
French or Hebrew, what Profit would he fin 
by all this Labour of his Memory? Wilder 
and Goodneſs docs not conſiſt in ſuch mar 
tigues of the Brain, and ſuch a Treaſure 
unknown Words. 

"Tis not enough to 'fay, This is 
« moſt compleat Syſtem of Divinity, this ko re 
the moſt perfect Compendium of ſacm 
Truth, and therefore let the Child be n 
* quired to learn it.” Whereas the Ch 
would learn ſacred Truths ſooner and bett 
by a leſs perfect Syſtem, which might co 
tain only the ABC of Religion to be inſtill 
by Degrees, than by having his little 50 
* overwhelm'd at once with a full and accu 
Diſcourſe on the deeper Points of Chriſtian 

Surely Catechiſms of Religion for the Inſtn 
: | t10 


4 
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tion of Children ought to be fo framed as to 
kt the Beams of divine Light into their Mind: 
by Degrees as they can receive it, that the 
young Scholars might have ſome Under- 
ſtanding of every thing which they are obliged | 
to learn by heart. Why ſhould not Religion 
te taught in this reſpect in the ſame gradual. 
way as we teach other Parts of Learning or 
Knowledge? | 
When a Child learns: to read, do we not 
firſt teach him to know the Letters, and then 
to join Syllables and Words? After this, 
ſme ſhort and eaſy Leſſons: are appointed, 
him ; and then ſome: that are longer and 
more difficult: But we never put a young 
Child to read the moſt perfect and the hardeſt 
Leſſons at firſt coming to School, So if we 
InſtruQt a Lad in any Science, whether Gram- 
mar, Logick, or Natural Philoſophy, we 
teach him firſt the moſt obvious and eaſy: 
Principles, and give him a ſhort and general 
View of that Science, and thus prepare him 
o receive the more difficult and more com- 
cated Parts of it: Now why ſhould we 
Wot practiſe after the lame Manner when we 
ſtruct Children in the great and important 
bings of Religion? Why ſhould Religion 
all Things be taught in ſuch a Way as is 
at ſuited to make the Learner underſtand it? 
ind indeed how can the Knowledge of God: 
Wd ur Duty be taught at all in ſuch a Way 
will let us know little of our Duty, or our 


C3 God, 
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God, even while we learn to ſpeak much 
about him. | 
Tis certain, that at the Age of three or 
four Years old, a Child may be taught ty 
know ſomething more than mere Words and 
Terms; he may attain ſuch Ideas both of the 
God that made him, and of his Duty to his 
Maker, as is neceſſary for his ſhare of Practice 
in that Infant-ſtate : And yet *tis impoſſible 
that he ſhould then take in the deep and 
ſublime and controverted Points of Faith, 
At ſeven or eight Years of Age he can re- 
ceive more of the Truths and Duties of Chri- 
ſtianity than he could at four: And the {ame 
Remark may be repeated concerning a Child 
of ten or twelve Years old, and concerning: 
Youth of fourteen or fifteen, Nov would it 
not be of admirable Advantage if we had di- 
ferent Catechiſms for Children and Youth, 
and Leflons of Religion more or leſs eafj, 
in proportion to their different Ages ? Is it 
not a moſt deſireable Thing to have ſhorter 
and longer Summaries of Chriſtianity drawn 
up in various Forms, anſwerable to the ten- 
der Capacities of Children, and the conti 
nual Growth of their Underſtandings? Did 
not the Reverend Aſſembly of Divines at 
W:ftmin/ter mean the fame Thing when be- 
| ſides their Confeſſion of Faith, they agreed 
upon a larger Catechiſm for grown Perions, 
and a ſhorter Catechiſm for thoſe who an 
younger or more ignorant ? It 4s plain * 
ad 


RE FFA FSF. SFr 


S 
+ 


FFS F 


Catecbiſins for Children, 19 
had ſuch ſort of Sentiments as theſe, and 
ſomething of this kind in view by ſetting forth 
two Catechiſms, a /ouger and a ſhorter, | 

Now if there were a Series of fuch ſucoeſſive 
Catechiſms drawn up in ſhorter and eafier 
Forms than that of the Aſſembly, and the 
Truths expreſsd in a more condeſcending; 
Manner, it would be of unſpeakable Advan- 
tage toward the inſtilling the early Know- 
edge of Religion into Mankind, even from 
ith, MW their very Infancy. 
re- Then Parents _ not 3 an un- 
bri- happy Neceſſity teaching Children the 
me greateſt and deepeſt Things of Chriſtianity 

n their Infant-Age, before they can poſſibly 
know the Meaning of them, Then Chil- 
dren need not have fuch a long Train of 
theological Phraſes and hard Sentences impoſed 
on their Memories, while by reaſon of their 
Infancy they underſtand very little more of 
them than a Parrot, and talk them over al- 
moſt by Mechaniſm. 


SECT. VL 


|; her Catechifms beſides that 
y 8 of Dice. 22 7 


reef 0hjee2. RY T why ſhould you pretend to 

| write one or more Catechiſms after 

that admirable Form of found. Words ap- 

pointed by thoſe Great Men in the Aſſembly - 
e Divines at Veſiminſter? | 

| Anſw. 


* 
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 Anſw. 1. The plaineſt and moſt obvious 
Reaſons for compoſing ſhorter and eaſier Ca- 
techiſms for young Children, are becauſe that 
of the Aſſembly of Drvines contains one hun- 
dred and ſeven Queſtions and . Anſwers, and 


zs therefore much too heavy a Task for their 


Memory: Some of theſe Anſwers alſo are 
formed in too long connected Sentences for 
the Minds of Children to comprehend or to 
remember: And there is much of the Senſe, 
as well as the Style and Language of it, too 
hard for Children to underſtand“ . Theſe 
Reaſons are ſo evident to all Men, that there 
is no need to enlarge upon them. Experience 
has taught this Inconvenience to every Family 
who hath tried it. f 


Let me only point at the Cauſe how it came 


to paſs that this Catechiſm is ſo long and ſo 


difficult. It's well known that the Aſemby. 


larger Catechiſm was not compoſed for Chil- 
dren, but for Men, to give them a large and 
full View of all the Parts. of our holy Reli- 


Mr. Tho. Lye, one of thoſe worthy Men 
who have written an Explanation of the Afﬀem- 
bly's Catechiſm, confeſſes there are hard and dif 
ficult Words and Phraſes in it: His Words are 
theſe, Try the Child's Ability to expreſs his Know- 
ledge of the Meaning of every hard and difficult 
Word or Phraſe in the preceding Anſwer, becauſe 


10 repeat Words and not to underſtand the Truth 


contained in them, is but to act the Parrot, and 
Profits very little, . 


gion. 
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dus gion. There are therefore many deep and 
'3- MW difficult Points of Doctrine contained in it; 
hat and that in thoſe Phraſes and Forms of Speech 
in- W which are choſen with much learned Accu 
nd WF by Divines, skilful in theological Controver- 
ir fies: And it muſt be-confeſt, that in ſuch a 
are complete and accurate Scheme many Ideas 
for MW and many Phraſes will be far above the 
to MW reach of any young Child in the World. 
aſe, MW Now the ſhorter Catechiſm is but an Abridg- 
too ment of the larger, and was made partly with 
neſe the ſame Deſign of Fulneſs and Accuracy; 
gere and it muſt be acknowledged tis a very ju- 
nce dicious Abr idgment. It is ſaid to be collected 
nily or drawn-up by a Committee of Divines, and 
approved by the Aſſembly at eſiminſter; 
ame and it is expreſsd in many of the fame 
| fl Phraſes as the larger. The Compoſition of 
bs it doth not ſeem to condeſcend quite enough 
'hil- MW to the weak Underſtandings of Children, ei- 
and ther in the Choice of the plaineſt Sentiments, 
cli- which are moſt needful for Children, or the 
moſt eaſy and familiar Language; a Multitude 
Men of the fame latinizd and theological Terms 
Tem- re uſed in it as in the larger: The chief Ad- 
406 _ of it for Learners is this, that*tis more 
ae eaſy for the Memory, becaule it is ſhorter 
no- than the other. | 
ficult If this be well conſidered, the Name or 
cauſe Character of that venerable Aſſembly who 
ruth if compoſed the Larger C atech;ſm for Men, and, 
au appointed the Shorter as an excellent Abridg- | 
vent of it for the Uſe of the more Ignorant, 
210N, can 


| 
F 
4 
1 
: 


4 
? 
4 
[ 
c 
- 
: 
0 
: 
: 
* 
\ 


22 A Diſcourſe on Seat. VI. 


can never ſuffer any Affront by having fiill 


an eaſier Form of Words drawn up for the 


Inſtruction of young Children in the Princi- 
ples of Chriſtianity, to prepare them for the 
better Underſtanding and more profitable Uſe 


of both their Catechiſms. 


Anſio. 2. While I make an Attempt of, 
this Kind, I do no more than twenty others 
have done before me, who had a moſt high 
Eſteem for the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and a 


great and juſt Veneration for it: Has not 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Edw. Bowles, Mr. 759. 


Gouge, Mr. A. Palmer, Mr. Matth. Henry, 
Mr. 7 Noble, and other worthy Men in Eng- 
land; Mr. Cotton in New-England, Mr. il. 
liſen in Scotland, c. compoſed ſhorter Cate- 
chiſms for the Uſe of Children? And has not 


this been the very Reaſon which has ſet moſt 


or all of them to work (vz.) that even the 
ſhorter Catechiſm of the Aſſembly of Divines 
has been thought by many to be too long for. 
young Children to retain in their Memory, 
and that all of them have ſuppoſed it too hard 


for Children to underſtand: ? 


What means the Multitude of Explicati- 
ons of this Catechiſm by ſo many famous Di- 


vines, almoſt ever ſince it has been written ? 


Do they not all declare that Children are not 


able to underſtand this Catechiſm without an 


Explainer? And are not all theſe Explicati- 


ons much too long for young Children ? 
What means the breaking. of the long con- 


. nected Sentences by ſome. of theſe. judicious 


Explainers 


© Catechiſms for Children. 23 


Explainers into ſhort Pieces, and expounding 
them Piece by Piece? Does it not plainly ſhew 
that they thought many of the Anſwers to 
reach in length far beyond the Stretch of the 
thinking Powers of a Child? Do they not ex- 
preſly tell the World ſo in their Prefaces ? 
One of theſe Divines before-mentioned pre- 
faces. his own Catechiſm with theſe Words : 
„When the venerable Aſſembly compoſed 
© this Form of Inſtruction, it ſeems that few 
Hof themſelves thought it deſigned or fitted 
for Babes; ſome Anſwers being fo long and 
* ſo full of great Senſe, that though they 
may recite the words, that can be of little 
benefit till they alſo apprehend the mean- 
8 ng: For Teaching is not thruſting a ſet of 
* Words into the Memory, but helping the 
« Learner to underſtand what is ſaid. Hence 
* about that time we had a Multitude of leſ- 
* ſer Catechiſms aiming to ſtoop to the 
« Weak: Theſe are now much forgotten. 
dome later Eſſays I ſee to the ſame Purpoſe, 
Hand this I hope may be of like Uſe. After 
this is competently underſtood, then go on 
* to teach them the Aſſembly's ſhorter. Ca- 


* techiſm; ſo as to fix it in their Memories 


* and Judgments. * My Heart agrees with 


this Writer, 'and I would fay no more than 


what he expreſſes. Fo 
I can ſincerely declare tis far from my De- 
len, or my Wiſh to exclude this Catechiſm. 


out of Religious Families; for if that ſhould 


once be done, I have much Reaſon to fear in 
c our 
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our Age there would ſcarce come a better in 
the room of it. All that I preſumè to pro- 
poſe: to my Friends is, that the Aſſembly's Ca- 
techiſm might be put into the Hands of Youth 
when they are grown up to twelve or thir- 
teen Vears of Age, or more, and that there 
miglit be ſome ſhorter and eaſier Forms of 

Aion provided for young Children to 
lay the Foundation of the Knowledge of Re- 
ligion in their tender Minds, and to train them 
up by Degrees till they are capable of uſing 
the Afjemblys Catechiſm with Underſtanding 
and Judgment. This Method would prepare 
them to read and learn it with far greater 
Profit than ever they would do if they learnt 
it by heart in their 1 „ Without know- 
ing what it means. | 


s ECT. VEL 


The — -of teaching Children what 
they dont underſtand. 


HE RE ſome will be ready to ſay, M bert Nu 
*=* is the Inconvemence of it ij Children learn 
fomethmg "which they don't in their 
younger Years ?' When they have learnt theſe hard 
Wirds and Sentences ly rote they may come to un- 
derſtand them afterward : And hereby they will 
havz u Form: of ſoioid Wards /treafured up i 
their Menpriet, tubich may be \of Uſe to then 
. Heating, 
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Now to anſwer this Objection I will ſpend 
me Time in ſhewing the great Inconveni- 
nces and Diſadvantages of this Way of Ca- 
chiſing, or of pretending to teach Children 
Religion by: Catechiſms which are far above 
be! Underſtanding. 
I. becorrvenience. Then the little Creatures 
jill know almoſt nothing but Words; They 
will be ignorant of the great and neceſſary 
Tings of Religion till ſeveral Years after, 
hen they come to underſtand what is the 
tenſe and Signification of ſo many hard 
Vords and Phraſes. And can your Conſci- 
ces be ſatisfied to treat your Offspring at 
s rate? Shall their whole Childhood be 
bent till eleven or twelve Years of Age, or 
xrhaps longer, without any real or ſubſtan- 
« Knowledge of Divine Things, r 
almoſt only upon Sounds ? Eu 
beſt and happieſt Way to inſtill Principles 
Godlineſs early into — Minds, (viz.) 
teach them Words which they cannot un- 
ſtand in hope that they will come to under- 
and them hereafter ? 
Words are but (as it were) the Husk or 
ll of this Divine Food, whereby the Souls 
Children muſt be nouriſhed to everlaſting 
le. R009 the Food is Divine, tis 
able the Husk may be too hard for them 
open, Is it the beſt Method for the feed- / 
W and nouriſhing the Bodies of young Chil- 
en, to beſtow upon them Nuts and Al- 
nds, in hopes that they will taſte the 
D Sweet- 
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Sweetneſs of them when their Teeth are 
ſtrong enough to break the Shell? Will they 
not be far better nouriſhed by Children 
Bread, -and by Food-which they can imme: 
diately taſte and reliſh ? And do you not think 
that thoſe Children Who are taught ſuch plain 
and eaſy Principles of Religion as they can un- 
derſtand, will grow up to ſincere Practices of 
Piety much ſooner than others, who till eleven 
or twelve Years old know little more than 
hard Words? And a few hard Words is al. 
moſt all that they will know unleſs you have 
taught them theſe Divine Things in ſome plai- 
ner Words, and by particular Explications ? 
Let us take Notice how exceeding ſolicitous 
the Apoſtle was that the Corinthian Converts, 
who abounded in the Gifts of the Spirit, 
ſhould | underſtand every Thing that was 
ſpoken in their Aſſemblies ; and with what 
a ſacred Severity he fatyrizes the Practice of 
without teaching the 
ead his own Words, 
1 Cor. xiv. from the firſt Verſe to the 28th. 
poſes that. unreaſonable Con- 
en infpired with Gifts. [/ 


ſpeaking Divine Thin 
ng of them. 


Hear how he ex 
duct, even of M 


give an uncertain Sound who ſhall 


prepare himſelf to the Battle? And ſo you, echt 
ye utter by the Tongue Things eaſy to be underftud 
If I Hun 


Ye ſhall ſpeak into the Air. 


not the Meaning of the Voice, I ſhall be to him 
that fpeaketh a Barbarian, and he that ſpeaketh 
ſhall be a Barbarian to me. I had rather — 
mig 

teach 


fue Words with my Underſtanding that 1 
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lunch others alſo, than ten thouſand Words in an 
unknnon Tongue. 

II. Inconventence.. Such a Practice turns 
the Learning ofthe Principles of Religion in- 
to a painful and tireſome Task inſtead of a 
Pleaſure, What a huge and heavy Toil do 
you impoſe on thoſe young Creatures at four 
or five Years old, when you force them to 
karn by heart ſuch a Number of Words and 
dentences which they underſtand not? What 
aſevere Drudgery are they laid under to trea- 
ſure up in their young Memories ſuch long 
complicated Propoſitions, and ſuch a Train 
of connected Sounds of which they have no 
Ideas? Put yourſelves for an Hour or two 
in the Place of your Children: Impoſe a 
Task on yourſelves to get by heart a few of 
the deep and complicated Propoſitions and De- 
monſtrations in Geometry or Algebra, or in any 
Mathematical Science, which you underſtand 
not; or ſet yourſelves to learn the 10th or 
the 36th Chapters of Geneſis, where the Ge- 
nerations of Noah and Edom are rehearſed; 
make the Experiment and learn hereby what 
tireſome Burdens you impoſe on your Chil- 
dren; and judge whether this be the beſt and 
the ſweeteſt Way to inſtill Religion into them. 
Is not ſuch a dry and painful Task impoſed on 
them much more likely to make them out of 
Love with Religion betimes, and ſettle their 
Childhood in a rooted Averſion to that which 
k ſo Toilſome without any Mixture of De- 


D 2 III. Ju- 
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III. Inconvenience. Words which are n 


underſtood are much more difficult to be re. 'of 
membred. Can you imagine this is the moi Ce 
effectual Way to fix Divine Things in their... | 
Memory? Would not the Principles of Rei. N 
gion and Catechiſms be much eaſier learrh A, 

I Children underſtood the Senſe and Mea el 
ing of them as faſt as they proceed? WoullM N 
not the Articles of Chriſtian Doctrine au ** 
Duty flide into their Minds with more abu Ein 
dant Eaſe and Pleaſure ? Would they nat EI de 
fixed much deeper in their "des thaw ay” 
they took in Ideas together with their Worq i ber 
And would they not be ſooner brought int: thei 
Practice, and retained even to Old Age? Fc den 
by this means the Things as well as the Work the, 
would take ſome hold of the Memory, aui M 
gain a firmer Root by their Union; and the, * 
one would help recall the other to Mind ura f 
every Occaſion. Words and Things are molt Te 
£aſily learnt together. P 
- Perhaps you intend that your Sons ant the 

;your little Daughters ſhould learn Arithne- bett 
tick as they grow up toward the Buſinefß d = 

Human Life. Why do you not teach them 7 q 
this Art of Numbers the fame Way as 50 * 
teach them Religion, if you think tis the belt 10 
for their Inſtruction and Profit? Why an ll 
they not ſet to learn by heart in their Infancy _ 

the Definitions and the Rules of Additiu [= 
Subſtrattian, Divifiom and Proportion? Yo” my 
may as well ſay, They will underſtand Pro 


them in time, they will learn the Meaning 
| | | U 
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cretion,”* 


have more Reaſon, than to trifle at this rate 
in other Partsof Knowledge which you would 
beſtow on your Children : You endeavour to 
make them underſtand what they learn by 
heart, whenſoever you think them fit to be- 
gin that Part of Learning: And why ſhould 
the nobleſt Knowledge, even that of Reli- 
gion, be taught them in ſo irrational a Man- 
ner? Why muſt they be forced to get into 
their Memories ſuch a Number of religious 
dentences and Phraſes ſo many Vears before 
they can graſp the Meaning of them, or ſo 
much as gueſs at the Senſe ? _ ia 
But you ſay, They will come to undef- 
* ſtand the Meaning of them hereafter. *? 
To which I reply, | GILES 
IV. Inconuenience. They will not arrive at 
the Meaning of thoſe Words the ſooner or 
better for having learnt them by heart with- 
out a Meaning; but the Sound and Chime of 
Words that has ' paſt over the Ears and the 
Tongue five hundred Times, without an 
denification,” will rather go on to paſs ov 
ſill in the fame mechanical Manner, and will 
not ſeem to want a Signification afterward. 
Thus the Children of Papiſis being taught 
from their Infancy to fay their Pater-nofter 
and Aye-Maria by rote, and to repeat their 
Prayers in Latin, continue always cotitented 
D 3 to 


'of them when they come to Years of Dif- 


Neo, my Friends, you are all wiſer, and 
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to ſay Prayers in the ame Manner, and de 


not want to know what the Words mean. 
And when Prote/tant Children have learnt 
certain bard Words and Phraſes, which wer 
taught them as their Religion, very early, it 
has been found too often — ſad Experience, 
that inſtead of learning the true Meaning of 
theſe Words and Sentences at mature Yean, 
they content themſelves with having once 
learnt the Words by heart, and perhaps en. 
tirely forgot them again, for want of knoy- 
ing what they mean. Tis five to one | 
ever they give themſelves the Trouble « 
reading and conſidering the Senſe of them, 
when once all their Leſſons are learnt, and 
they have finiſhed theſe painful Tasks of Child- 
Hood. Whereas if they underſtood the An- 
wers of a Catechiſm when they had firſ 
learnt them by heart, they would certain) 
have acquired ſome real and uſeful Know- 
kedge of God and Chriſt, and Things of Re- 
ligion, and would much more effectually re- 
tain them in N all their Lives. 
Or if by vertue of a Rithful Memory Per 
ons ſhould. retain the Words which they have 
arnt in Childhood, they will vainly imagin 
themſelves furniſh'd with a Set of Principle 
of Religion, tho they feel no Power « 
them upon Conſcience in the Conduct 
Life; and all this becauſe theſe Articles do nd 
lie in the Heart, or even in the Underſtanc- 
BS It ERR fo. e 
8 rathet 
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4 2 
ow many Perſons: an vere who Av 
been trained up from their Inſan 28 
—— 

Compoſition the A — — 
repeat it hom End — _ 
young; but pronoun 
221 like fo much Greet or Hebrew P 
pts y have . g ee the 


their Parents hav 
various Methods of — and by talk- 
ine ing with them in plainer Terms and eaſter 
ciple Forms of Words than the Queſtions and An- 
r off iwers of that Catechiſm, tho it be ſo compre- 
benſive a Body of Divinity; and the Reaſon 
ls, becauſe it is fitter for Youths, or for Men, 
than for young Children. | 
. Perhaps it will be urged then, « Wh 
may not the Aſſembly's Catechiſm be 
6c 1 


were 


z 
: 
| 
| 


ET ————— — en OO ³˙ w 


Meaning of all the Terms and Phraſes in it; 
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*<< taught Children in their younger Years, and 
& let their Parents expound it to them? 
But I defire it may be conſider'd, (I.) That 
few Parents, or Maſters of Families, have ſuch 
a happy Skill in Definitions of Words as rea- 
'dily to explain the Senſe of all the harder 
Words and Phraſes in that Catechiſm in very 
eaſy Terms, and to bring them down to the 
"Underſtanding of Children. They that try 
will find it no eaſy Matter; for if it were 6 
eaſy for every Parent to do it, why have ſo 
many Divines labour'd in expounding it, and 
publiſh'd their Expoſitions? (2.) In this Me- 
thod the young Child will not learn any whole 
Scheme or Syſtem of his Religion in ſeveral 
Years, if he muſt not arrive at it till he has got 
by heart all the Anfwers in the Aﬀemibly's Ca- 
techiſm, together with the Explication and 


FF FERC RERCPRE 


for the Explaining of the-Anſwers to make 9 
young Children underſtand them will ſome- Fro 
times be much larger than the Anſwers them- 
ſelves. And, (3.) *Tis fygely much better to 
teach the Child a Ca which is ſhorter 
in itſelf, that he may learn the Whole early, 
and which is compoſed of ſuch eaſy and fami- 
liar Ideas and Terms as he can underſtand 
without ſo much- need of explaining. 
But I proceed to the next Inconvenience of 
teaching Children Sentences fo far above their 
Underſtanding. 11 | 
V. Inconvenience. May we not have juſt 
Reaſon to fear that the holy Things of our Re- 


ligion, 
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gion, have not only been made the early A- 
yerſion of Children, but have been expoſed to 
Diſ-reputation and Contempt, by teaching 
them ſuch a Number of ſtrange Phraſes which 
they could not underſtand ? How often have 
| heard Children at four or five Years old 
gabble over long Sentences of Divinity in ſech 
imperfect Words and broken Sounds, that it 
bach been ſufficiently evident it was like -a 
mere Gibberiſh to them ? They were told in- 
deed that This was their Religion But oy 
Re 


«muſt needs acquire a ftrange Notion of 


gion by this Means: They muſt think Religion 
à very troubleſome Thing, which coſt them 
o much Pains without any Pleaſure; and they 


might early begin to judge that digi was a 
— 2 — & lite Matter, fince 
ſo little of it : And per- 

— — this Prejudice they never took 
2 underſtand it, becauſe from their In- 


ney they were made to learn 
Sa which they 2 
Now tho Lans grmly perſuaded there are 


great and glorious Myſteries in our Religion 
which could never * known till they 


were revealed, and ſome of them do now far 


ſurpaſs our full Com prehenſion ; ſuch as the 
Doctrine of the bleed Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, his Satisfaction for 
our Sins, and the Operations of the holy Spirit 
on the Minds of Men, Cc. yet in the main I 
am aſſured that Religion is a very intelligible 


FY Thing ; | 
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Thing; and as it is the moſt reaſonable Thing 
in the World, I am perſuaded it ought to he 
let both into the Memories and Hearts of Chil- 

. dren in a reaſonable Wey. ; that is, by their 

Underſtanding, 

VI. Inconventence. Shall I add in the lat 
place, If Children are trained up to uſe Word 

without Meanings, they will get a Habit 

of dealing in Sounds inſtead of Ideas, and of 
miſtaking Words for Things; than which 
there is ſcarce any Thing more pernicious to 
the Reaſon and Underſtanding of Man ; nor 
is there any Thing that tends more to corrupt 
and ſpoil the Judgment in its early Exerciſes. 
And particularly ſuch a Practice is likely to 
have a more unhappy Influence in Matters of 

Religion. When we are once taught to tre- 

ſure up ſubſtantial Articles of Faith in Syllables 

and Phraſes which we do not underſtand, at 
other Times we ſhall he tempted to take mere 

Phraſes, and - Syllables-.inſtead. of Articles f 

Faith : And this is the ready Way, in our fol- 

. Vears, to lead us to contend even for 

human Phraſes with furiogs; Z eal, as tho! they 

were the, yery Subſtance of Religion, whether 
there be any K that belongs to them 


** no. 

I be Reſult of all m y Diſcourſe ad Argu- 
2 tends to this one Point, viz. That Cate- 
chiſmg;is the beſt and happieſt Method for the 
Inſtruction of Children in the Principles of Re- 


ligion, in the Knowledge of God and thei * 


Duty; and whatſoever Catechiſms, are . 
a Pr 


4 


s x 
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Ung " on the Memories of Children in their 


de ful tender Years, they ſhould be taught the 
il Meaning of them, as far as poſſible, as faſt as 
heir learn them by heart. | 

f all theſe Inconveniences of the contrary 
practice cannot perſuade Parents and Maſters 


in ſuch Words as they can underſtand, I m 


duſands have done before them. If they will 


de cumbered with his long and looſe Habili- 
nts, and yet be ſtarved with Cold. 


f this Propoſition, That Children ſhould be 


er ſuited to their Capacity and their tender 
ears, I would then humbly propoſe whether 


night be drawn up according to ſuch Rules as 
ele which e | 


| 8 E CT. VII. | 
Den Rules for andy Catechiſms for Children. - | 


HE very firſt Rule ſhould be that 
which I have before mentioned, viz. 
tt different Catechiſms be compoſed for diffe- 
mt Ages and Capacities, each of which ſhould 
am an Abſtratt of Chriſtianity, or a View 


firſt 


put a Man's Coat on à Child,. the Child may 


"But if Perſons are convinced of the Truth 


would not be beſt that Catechiſtical Forms 


tb teach Children the Principles of Chriſtian wr! | 


ave them to be convinced by making the | 
ame unſucceſsful Experiment themſelves as 


— 


* a” 


% 


F upht the Things of God in a Way and Man- 


ar whole Religion in Miniature. In the 


* 
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firſt of theſe, all the Queſtions and Anſwers. ind 
ſhould be as ſhort, plain and eaſy as poſſible 
for young. Children : Others ſhould be gradu- 
ally more large and full, and enter a little far. 
ther into the Things of God, which they 
ſhould learn according to their increaſing Age, 
and the Growth of their Underſtanding, 
And the laſt of them may be that-comprehen- 
ſive Syſtem of Chriſtian Religion, which ü 
commonly called-the-A/Jembly's Catechiſa. 
Here it will be chjectad, Iſt. That when 
Cbildren have learnt one Catechiſm, they wil 
not be v to learn another afterward ; nor 
will they eaſily be brought to learn three or four 
| diſtinct Catechiſms. 

Anu. Experience convinces us that this is a 
| Miſtake; provided the Catechiſms are not too 
| long. How many Children are there who do 
at the ſame Time learn the Aſſembly's Cates 

| chiſm, and the little Catechiſm of | ſcriptural 
Names, formed of ſuch Queſtions as theſe, 
Who was the firſt Man ? Who was the fir i 
Woman ? &c. And how many are there who 

have learnt the Church=Catechiſm in their 
| eſt Years, who have afterwards learnt 
the Aſſembly's ? How many have learnt the Af 
\ ſembly's Catechiſm, and yet afterward have 
learnt Mr. Nauel's, or ſome ſhorter Explicati- 
on? A moderate Degree of Diligence both in 
Teachers and Learners, would baniſh this Ob- 
jection, if Catechiſms were made ſhort, eaſ 
and intelligible, ſo as to allure the Child to r 
read and learn them as a Matter W 

5 an 
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ind Delight, and not as a mere Task and 


Burden, | 


compoſe one plain Catechiſm for all the 
ages of Childhood and Youth, and let them 
karn as much as they could of it at four or 
tre Years old, and ſo go on and learn fur- 
er at ſix and ſeven, at eight and nine and 
en, till they have finiſh'd the whole? 

Anſw. No, by no Means: This cannot be 
d happy and uſeful a Method for the Inſtruc- 
vill Nen of Children; for then Children will never 
nor Ware any Knowledge of ſome of the moſt im- 


our Fortant Points in our Religion till they are 


wht or ten Years old, or more, and are come 


isa W the End of their Catechiſm : Whatſoever 
too Wplaced in the former Part of their Catechiſm 
do Ney would indeed be acquainted with in their 
ate» Wiancy. more largely and more particularly; 
ural Wit they would know nothing at all of thoſe 
eſe, Noctrines which ſhould naturally be placed in 


fu We Middle or End of it, viz. the Redemption 
who Wh Chri/t, the Bleſſings of the Goſpel, the future 
beir Wudrment, and Heaven and Hell, becauſe they 
arnt re not learnt far enough in their Catechiſms. 
Afr bus they would remain too long in Ignorance 
the peculiar Doctrines and Duties of the 
briſtian Religion. Whereas if ſome ſhort 


cy, by this Means Children in theſe earlier 
d ſhorter Forms would learn and remem- 
a Whole Scheme. of the moſt ſubſtantial 
ticles of our Religion, both in Doctrine and 

E Duty. 


Olject. II. But would it not be much better 


d compleat Catechiſm be framed for In- 
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Duty. They would attain a general and con 
prehenſive View of Chriſtianity, ſo much x 
is ſufficient for their Practice in their younge 
Years; eſpecially if aſſiſted but a little by fon, 
plain and eaſy Converſation with their Paren 
about theſe Things. 

This ſhort and general View of Chriſtian 
ty will make them better underſtand the Scri 
ture itſelf, whenſoever they read any of ti 
chief Doctrines of Godlineſs there. The 
will better apprehend the Meaning of Serme 
which they hear in publick ; they will mo! 
eaſily take in the particular Branches and A: 
ticles of our holy Religion when they come 
read them in the larger Catechiſms ; and 
will teach them to judge better in the Afi 
of Religion when they have learnt the genen 
| Subſtance of it in their Infancy, contract 
into a ſhort eaſy Scheme, and brought withi 
the Graſp and Survey of their Underſtandir 
in their earlieſt Years. 

Nor can it be objected here, with any Ce 
lour of Reaſon, that in their 3 and th: 
Catechiſms they will be put to learn over agi 
the fame Things which they have alread, 
learnt in the fit; for I have ſhewn, that thi 
the ſame Articles of Faith and Practice a 
inſerted in the. following Catechiſms, yet th 
is done in other Forms of Expreſſion, a 
with more particular Enlargements as to til 
Senſe. Thus the Child, as he proceeds fro 
one Catechiſm to another, will Lv the Men 
vantage of learning the ſame great 8 
| a i 
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riſtianity more perfectly by the Variety of 
anguage in which they are expreſsd, and the 
mplification of them in more Particulars. 

[ add further, That the Scripture itſelf inti- 
nates what we find by conſtant Experience, 
iz, That when we teach Knowledge to Chil- 
ren 10% are weaned from the Milk, and make 
bem who are drawn from the Breaſts to under- 
und Doctrine, Precept muſt be upon Precept, 
Precept upon Precept, Line upon Line, Line upon 
me, here a little and there a little, Iſai. xxviii. 
10. Their young Underſtandings muſt be 
reſt and allured in various and repeated 
dms of Speech, and their Memories muſt 
ne e cefreſh'd in an agreeable Manner, otherwiſe 
our Teachings will be in vain. 

II. Rule. In the younger Catechiſms inſert only 
Wye Things which are neceſſary to be known by 
uren, and which are plain and eaſy to be un- 
r/foad by them. 

There are many Things relating to our Re- 
pion, which are not only very important, but 
ery neceſſary in themſelves, in order to brin 
out our Salvation, both in the Counſels — 
nt the Tranſactions of Gad and Chriſt; and 
et they are by no Means neceſlary to be 
own even by Men in order to their Intereſt 
this Salvation. Otherwiſe no Man could 
We laved who could not enter into the incom- 
rehenſible Depths of the Nature and Counſels 
God. There are alſo many Things needful 
ad proper to be known by Perſons of maturer 
ars, which Children ſhould not be troubled 
oy E 2 with, 
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with, as being too far above their Underſtam 5” 
ings, and not requiſite for any Part of ther ** 
Practice. I think it beſt to have ſcarce an fa 
Thing mentioned in theſe younger Catechiſm 
but what Children can in ſome Meaſure con 
ceive, or of what they can frame ſome toler 
able Nowon, what they can put to ſome pro 
per Uſe, and what will direct, or ſome wa 
influence, or affiſt their Practice. Thus thr 


will learn Religion indeed, and not mer 
Words and Syllables.. a 


Under this Head I may obſerve, that it L 
hardly poſſible to com 2 a Catechiſm foi 
young Children in fo Dal a Manne 7 
as may be done for the Inſtruction of grow dean 
Perſons. Young Children are more eaſih ſhe 
taught to underſtand what are the chief Dutic he 
they muſt practiſe, and what are the chic mn 


Vices they ſhould avoid; and they more re: 
dily learn the Rewards of Obedience and t 
Puniſhments due to Sin. They may be taugt 
indeed that they are Sinners, and that there Then 
no Salvation for them but by the Mercy « 
God and for the Sake of Jeſus Chri/t, wii 
hath ſuffered Death which they have deſery 
ed; and that they muit pray to God to par 
don their Sins for the Sake of Fefus Chril 
This is as much of Fuith in Chriſt as they cu 
well underſtand very early. But they c 
never take in the whole Scheme of the Cove 
nant of Grace, with the Doctrines of Elec 
tion, of Regeneration, and of ]uſtificatio 
by Faith in Chriſt, nor be taught to diſtiſ me 
4 gui 
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iſh how far, and in what Senſe Morls are to 
be — from our 7u/tification. Therefore 
fany Perſon imagine ſome Expreſſions in theſe | 
Catechiſms, and eſpecially in the firſt of them, © 
to. be too Legal, let them conſider, tis hardly 
poſſible to make the Generality of Children 
underſtand much more of the Goſpel than I 
have here repreſented, And indeed if it were 
poſſible, I can hardly think it proper to enter 
the Spirits of Children into nice Diſtinctions 
and Controverſies. 

III. Rule. Seeſ out and make uſe of the very 
plameft Words that can convey the Ideas of theſe 
weſſary Things to the Minds of Children.. En- 
deavour to find out ſuch Ways of expreſſing 
de Things of God as are borrowed from the 
„Things of Men: And as far as the Dignity of 

Je Subject will permit, uſe thoſe Expreſſions 
which are familiar, and are known to Chil- 
ren in their younger Years. *"T is a needful 
Advice with regard to J/ords as well as to 
ings, that when we teach Children we muſt 
take the Apoſtle's Example, and provide 
Wk for Babes. 

In this Caſe therefore we: are not always to 
hooſe out the moſt elegant and . polite Forms 

f Speech, nor even the moſt fignificant and 
omprehenſive Words, if they are hard to be un- 

erſtood; but we ſhould rather uſe eaſier and 

iner and more familiar Forms of Speech 
rhich come ſomething near to our Ideas of 
Divine Things, though they may not fully 
liſtin tome up to our manly. Congoyriags of Shen s 
| E 3 


Phraſes of Seripture ate hard to be underſtoo!. 
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for it is much better that a Child ſhould bare 


ſome tolerable Notion of the Things of Re. 
ligion convey'd to the Mind by the plaineſ 


Words that come near to thoſe Sacred Ideas 


than that he ſhould be taught to pronounce 
the moſt polite, the moſt comprehenſne 
Phraſes, the moſt accurate and expreſſi- 
Terms, under which he has no Notion at all 
of the Things deſign'd. | 

For this Reaſon the Language of Scriptun 
is not always neceſſary to be made the Lan 
guage of our younger Catechiſms : Indec 
whete the Words of Scripture are plain and 
intelligible to Children, they ſhould be pre 
fer'd before other Expreſſions ; but ſince th 
Scripture was written for Men rather than Chil 
dren, ſince it abounds in metaphorical Expre 
ſions and in Eaſtern Idioms of Speech, ſince th 
Doctrines and Duties of it are not deliver it 
a ſhort catechetical or ſyſtematical Manne 
and ſinee they are often expreſt with a ſpeci 
Reference tp ſome particular Time, or Place 


or Petſons, and intermingled with long 5 


tences of Argument, or particular Narrative 
of Fact, I cannot think it beſt to confine ou 
Inſtruction of Children to the very Exprell 
ons of Scripture, when we can find ſhorte 
eaſier and more familiar Forms of Speech 


convey the ſame Doctrines and Duties tot 


Undlerſtanding. is evident therefore that 
eannot be always neceſſary to ufe Scriptur 
Phraſes in younger Catechiſms, when tho 


No! 
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Now if this ſecond and third Rule were duly 
attended to, and no Sentiments nor Phraſes 
were uſed in the Inſtruction of Children but 
what were plain and eaſy, it would cut off ſe- 
veral ſuperfluous "Things from thoſe Cate- 
chiſms which are written for younger Years ; 
as for Inſtance, 

(1.) There would be no ſubtile Diſtinctions, 
no learned logical Explications of the deep 
Things of God, no hard ſcholaſtick Terms 
would be mingled with our youngeſt Forms 
of Inſtruction; for how uſeful ſoever ſome of 
theſe Things may be in the following Years 
of Life, to give a more perfect Acquaintance 
with the Articles of Faith, yet when we are 
feeding young Children with Knowledge I fear 
ſuch nice ſcholaſtick Explications would be like 
putting Gravel in their Milk, or mingling 
dtones together with their Bread, 

(2.) It theſe Rules were obſerved there 
would be no quarrelſome Controverſies brought 
into the Religion of Infants, no little Party- 
conteſt mingled with the great and ſubſtantial 
Things of Faith and Godlines : Nor would 
the Forms of Queſtion and Anſwer be ever 
dreſt up in the Language of particular Parties. 
Where Children are taught all theſe Diſtinc- 
tions, theſe leſſer Differences with Zeal, and 
engaged in theſe: Parties betimes, it bath done 
much Injury to Chriſtianity in the ſeveral Na- 
tions that profeſs the Religion of Chriſt. Chil- 
dren have been made zealous Lutherans, Cal- 
vn/ts, Epiſcopalians, Prosbytetians, Indepen- 


aents, 
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dents, Bapti/ts, before they have been made 
Chriſtians ; and it has had an unhappy Influ- 
ence to kindle and maintain the Fire and 
Fury of Parties, and to baniſh and deſtroy 
Charity and Love among thoſe who agree in 


the neceſſary and moſt important Things of 


Religion“ | 

All the "moſt neceſſary Points ſhould be 
taught. firſt, and others afterwards. And it 
may be moſt proper that when theſe leſſer Dif- 
ferences of Opinion are taught, they ſhould be 
repreſented to the Child as Things not neceſlary 
to their Salvation; and conſequently that Per- 
ſons of very different Opinions in theſe, Thing 
may be very good Chriſtians and accepted of 


Here let it be obſerved, that I do not menti- 
on Proteftanti/m and Popery as ſome of thoſe leſſer 
Differences among Chriſtians which Children need 
not be acquainted with, eſpecially where the P> 
piſb Religion is practiſed, and where tender Mind: 
of Children are in Danger of being infected by it. 
For Popery is the Religion of Antichriſt, and 
therefore I can hardly call it Chriftianity. In ge- 
neral indeed it includes and contains the Chriltian 
Faith, but tis ſo ſhameful a Corruption of it by 
ſo many Mixtures of Error, and introduces ſo ma- 
ny Traditions and Inventions and Decrees of Men 
to join with Scripture as the Rule of Religion, 
that Children ſhould early be warned againit it. 
On the other hand Children ſhould as early be 
taught what is the great and fundamental Principle 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and that is, That the 
Word of God alone is a ſufficient Rule both of 


our Faith and Practice. 
ihe "Ig God, 
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God. By this Means the Seeds and Principles 

of theſe great Chriſtian Duties of Charity and 
Love and Forbearance would be inlay'd in the 
Hearts of Youth. And I might add alfo that 
theſe leſſer Things of Religion would then be 
in a great Meaſure left to the Choice and De- 
termination of Perſons in their advanced 
Years, when their Underſtandings are better 
able to paſs 7. — on theſe Points, while 
the moſt early Catechiſms contain only thoſe 
moſt important Things wherein the Generality 
of Chriſtians are agreed, | 

Caution 1. Not that I would have Cate- 
chiſms written in ſo very looſe and general a 
Manner, as to neglect the great and glorious 
Doctrines of the — the Son of God, 
the Sacrifice and Atonement of Chriſt for Sin, 
and the promiſed Aids of the ſanctiſying Spirit. 
It is granted indeed that the Principles of the 
Religion of Nature and Reaſon are firſt in the 
Order of. Things, and are alſo more eaſy to 
be underſtood than the Principles of Revela- 
tion and Chriſtianity, and therefore they 
ſhould begin the Child's Catechiſm ; yet theſe 
Dotrines of Chriſtian Revelation ought cer- 
tainly to be inſerted in the Forms of ſound 
IWords as early as Children can be ſuppoſed to 
underſtand them, becauſe I take them to be 
the peculiar Articles and Glories of our Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Hope. 

Caution 2. Nor is it at all amiſs in Parents 
to train up their Children in their own Forms 
of Worſhip, whether they be Lutheran or Cal- 
viniſt, 
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viniſt, Conformiſt or Non conformiſt, Pac. 
baptiſt or Antipœdo- haptiſt, at leaſt ſo far as any 
of their peculiar Opinions enter into their 
Forms of publick Religion: It is hardly poſ- 
ſible to avoid this; for Religion cannot be 
practiſed but it muſt be in ſome particular 
Mode, therefore Children muſt be educated in 
ſome Forms, and Opinions, and Modes of 
Worſhip ; and *tis the Duty of Parents to edu- 
cate- them in thoſe ways which they think 
neareſt the Truth and moſt pleaſing to God. 
But all that I mean here is this, that as! 


would not have theſe Particularities of diffe- 


rent Sects be made to enter into the publick 
Practice of Religion farther than is needful, ſo 
it ſhould be far the greateſt Care and Sollici- 
tude of Parents to teach their Children Chri- 


Aianity itſelf, rather than the particular and di- 


ſtinguiſhing Tenets of Sects ar Parties: And 


de ſure to let very little of this Matter come 


into their younger Catechiſms. 
But I proceed to the fourth Rule. 
IV. Rule. Even among the important Things 
of Religion there is no need to enumerate all the 
particulars under any General with too great ex- 
acfineſs, Where there are many ſpecial Duties 
or Doctrines belong to one general Head, it is 
ſufficient to reckon up three or four of the 
chief of them, and let theſe be ſuch as are 
moſt proper for Children to know, and molt 
ſuited to the Age and Circumſtances of Child- 
hood. So for Inſtance, when we ask in the 
firſt, or young Child's Catechiſm, I/ Vat is 


rour 


Catechiſms for Children. 47 


yur Duty toward Man ? It is 'enough to An- 
ſwer, My Duty tewards Man is to obey my Pa- 
rents, to ſpeak the Truth akvays, and be honeſt 
and kmd to all. So in the ſecond Catechiſm, 
when we enquire concerning the J#/or/hip 
which God requires of us, it is enough to 
mention Thanks or Praiſes for Mercies received, 
Prayers for Mercies warted, and diligent Atten- 
tion to his Mord; nor is there any need in this 
Place to ſpeak of Adoration, Confeſſion, Humili- 
ation for Sin, Self-Refignation, Truſt and De- 
pendexce, though they may be all included in 
the large Idea of Worſhip. 

We find that God himſelf, when he wrote 
his Laws on Tables of Stone for the People of 
Iſrael, which was the Infant-ſtate of the 
Church, practiſed that very Thing which I 
now propoſe. Inſtead of a long and particu- 
ar Detail of the Duties of Piety which belong 
to the firſt Table, ſuch as the Adoration and 
fear of God, the Love of God and truſting in 
him, obeying his Will, and ſubmitting to his Pro- 
vidences, he ſums all theſe up in general in the 
firſt Command, Thou ſhalt have no other God 
before me : Or, Thou ſhalt have me for thy only 
Gd But he particularly forbids Idalatry and 
the Abuſe of God's Name, and enjoins the Holy 
Sabbath of the ſeventh Day, and all in diſtinct 
Commands, becauſe he would inculcate theſe 
Things in a ſpecial Manner on the //raelites as 
am proper for their State and Circum- 

ces. 8 ; , / 


If 
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If in the youngeſt Catechiſms we were to 
reckon up long Catalogues of the particular 
Doctrines and Duties which are contained in 
the more general ones, the Memories of Chi-. 
dren would be over-burdened, and their tender N 
Minds confounded with too great a Variety. 
Then their Spirits are fatigued and they grow 
tired of learning. Whereas if they were led 
into an eaſy Acquaintance with the great and 
general Things of Religion, and were taught 
only ſuch Particulars as are moſt ſuited to, 
and proper for their Age, Learning would be 
rendred pleaſant to them in Childhood, and 
they would eaſily arrive at a more ſpacious and 
extenſive Knowledge in their growing Years, 

V. Rule. Among thoſe eaſier Points of Rol- 
gion, "which are plain enaugh to be inſerted into 
younger Catechiſms, chuſe out rather ſuch as are 5 
moſt practical. Do not incumber nor intangle 
the Minds or Memories of Children with No- 
tions and Speculations which are not ſo need- 
ful to influence their Behaviour toward God WF, 
or Men. By making every Thing tend to-“ 
ward Practice which they find in their Cate- ““ 
chiſms, Children will be early led into this im- 
portant Truth, viz. That the chief Buſineſs of W, pA 
Religion is Practice rather than Notion, and | 
this will-have a happy Effect upon their future Nh, 
Opinions and Conduct : Whereas if their early he 
Catechiſms are too much taken up in ſpecula- 1 
tive Points and controverſial Matters, theſe W uf 
young Creatures will imagine that Religion is rl 
a Buſineſs of Notion and Controverſy and 

: I — | Diſpute, 
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iſpute, and thatit has not ſo much to do about 
e Government of their Hearts or Lives. | 
VI. Rule. Let not the Anſwers, eſpecially in 
te younger Catechiſms, conſiſt of very long Sen- 
nces But if there happen to be a Neceſſity 
f giving a pretty long Anſwer to any Quei- 
jon, let it be diſtinguiſhed into ſhorter Parts 
ith ſuch Plainneſs and Evidence, that the 
nd may find apparent and ſenſible. Breaks 
d Reſts in it. This will much aſſiſt the 
dung Underſtanding, which is not able to 


> Wpoprehend the Senſe of one continued Sen- 
Nee prolonged into many Lines; and it wilt 
4 We £catly helpful to the Memory both in get- 


nz the Anſwer by heart at. firſt, and in the 
{collection of it upon every Occaſion, In all 
longer Anſwers in the Catechi/m for Chil- 
m you, will find this Rule ↄbſerved. 
III. Rule. Let the Queſtions and Anſwers 
5 ind in fo eaſy, fo natural, and fo 7 a. Con- 
'; n with each other, that every Anſwer may 
% Ne the Occaſion of ſome following Queſtion; 
/ W as much at may be, let it he the Occaſin of 
* le very next Bue/tion that follows. The Me- 

pry of the Catechiſer will be greatly aſſiſted 


* bee and he will by this Means have the 
and Neſtion ready; and he will alſo appear to 


Kno Queſtions but What are neceſſary for the 


= ld to anſwer :- Thus the Child will ſeem: 
5 de under a Neceſſity of Learning an An- 
bee =. (2 every Queſtion, becauſe the Queſtion 


Ki riſes from his own Words, 
Bs VIII. 


— — — — — 
» 
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tions of the younger Catechiſms they ſhoul 


chiſm ſpeaks only in the third Perſon concern 


| hard! think themſelves ſo much concerned init 


VIII. Rule. Let the Dueſtions and Anſerr 
be framed in ſuch n Manner that the Ch;| 
may find himſelf, and his own Caſe, and h 
ton Intereſt concerned. m them all the Way. | 
would adviſe therefore that at leaſt in the Queſ 


frequently uſe the Pronouns you and your, 1 
What muſt you do to be ſaved? And the A 
ſwers ſhall as often uſe the Words J, and m 
and mine; viz. I muſt be ſorry for my Sins, &c. 
I think this Form of Inſtruction will impre{ 
Children much more ſenſibly, and lead then 
ſooner to practical Godlineſs, than if the Cate 


ing Mankind in 8 for whatſover w 
ſpeak concerning Man or Men, Children wil 


Rule. Upon this Account I think: 
very Frame and Order of Things in er Ca 


 * wechiſms, ſhould be fo compoſed as that Child fic 


may be led into imward and practical Religion a 
faft as the Knpwledge of it is let into their Mind; 
Let them be acquainted with their Duty to Ge 
immediately upon their being led into 
Knowledge of him: As ſoon as they a 
taught what Sin is, they ſhould be convince 
that they are Sinners, and have need of Wa 
Saviour ; and at the fame Time as they: 
informed who this Saviaur is, and what 
does for our Salvation, they ſhould be told a 
what is their Duty with regard to him, 4 
what they are to expect from him, or irofutk 
God for his ſake, | 1 
1 4 


— 


——— —————— 
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The moſt natural View and Order ot 
Things in which the Chriſtian Religion can be 
eprelented · uſefully to the Minds of Childreu, | 
ems tobe. this that follows, 

Firſt, Eet them be taught that God. is their 


Maker, and that they are made on purpoſe to 


know and ſerve him, and be happy in his Love. 
Then let them be led to ſeek the Knowledge 
of God, and their Duty out of his Word or 


12 Holy Scriptures z for to learn it by the 


Light of Nature is too hard a Task for young 


children. 


When you have ſhewn them who God ie, 
nd what is their Duty to God himſelf, and 
o. Man by the Command of God, let them 
en have ſome Notice and Conviction that 
Whey have not fulfill'd their Duty, but that 
ey have broken the Law of God, and are 
bllen under his Anger. *And here may be in- 
roduced the Doctrine of Original Sin in a 
rief Manner as far as the Child can under- 


on and it; but in the very firſt Catechiſm tis. 


ardly neceſſary for a young Child of four 
ears old. 

Then comes in naturally that great Queſ- 
on, Z79w can we hope to be faved from the 
ger 'of God © And thus the Boke of the 
opel comes neceſſarily into Sight, wiz. The 
arnation of Chriſt, and his Death in the 
dom and ſtead of Sinners ; the Duty of Re- 
jentance. for Sin; the Belief and Hope of par- 

bine Mercy from God ſor the Sake of the 
rings of Chriſt, c. And when Chil- 
2 | dren 


dren are a little elder, in the ſecond Catcchif 


Account of the Perſon of Chri/t, of his Aſcen 


_ Chrift, and our F particular ne 4 


of the Righteous, and the cveriafting Puni 


be acquainted with them betimes. 


about four ard ewbhty Queſtions in the fue 
| Carechiſm: for Infancy, and in about ſevent Par 
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we may proceed to a larger and more particu; 


ſion to Heaven, his Interceſſion and his Go 10 
vernment there, of Faith in our Lord 


him. 

After this it is reaſonable to "I the Chil 
his Inability to fulfil theſe Duties by his ow 
Strength, and lead him into the promiſed A; 
of the Holy Spirit as far as his young Unde 
ſtanding can receive it, together with the othe 
Means and Helps with which God has fuſs, c 
niſhed us in order to aſſiſt us in our Way tit ſ 
Heaven, vi. I've Bible, Miniſters and Sacra is 
ments. 

And when we have thus done the Will q 
God in this World, it is neceſſary to brin 
Death into Sight, and the Exiſtence of 
Soul after Death, and Chriſt's coming to Jud: 
ment to call all the World to Account Mook 
their Behaviour in this Life : And to let Chi guſe 
dren know that the Effects and Conſequen 
of this Judgment will be the eternal Happin 


'm1eft of the Wicked: alec/ 

Theſe future Tranſactions art” uſüally th 
moſt powerful Motives to Religion i in the prÞtte 
fent Life, and therefore it is fit Children ſhoulf 


Now when theſe Things are comprized ( 


cight 


Catecbiſins for Children. 33 


eighty in the ſecond, * the Child will have had 
whole Scheme of the Chriſtian Religion, 
both in the Doctrines and the Duties of it, let 
into his Mind in a ſhort and compendious Man- 
nef in each of theſe Catechiſms; and this s 
ſufficient to direct and influence the chief 
Part of his Practice in thoſe younger Years of 
life, till growing Faculties ſhall render him 
it for further and deeper Acquaintance with: 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
For this Reaſon I beg leave to ſay, that the 
Wcatechiſm compoſed by the A//embly of Divines, 
Wa comprehenſive and valuable as it is, yet is. 
not ſo fit for young Children, not only becauſe 
Wit is too long for their Memories, as contain- 
ng above a hundred Queſtions and Anſwers, 
Wand ſome of them too are pretty long and hard 
Wi be underſtood; but becauſe there is ſcarce 
ny Thing practical taught the Child till he has 
Nernt more than one third Part of it. This 
ook is certainly leſs proper for Children, be- 
Wauſe the higheſt Myſteries of Chriſtianity, 
dall the more ſpeculative and ſublime Doc-- 


Note, In the Prefaceto the ſecond, or Child's 
atechiſm, I have ſhewn that there are about 
enty fix Queſtions and Anſwers which may be 


1 Fitted in the firſt teaching of it, if Parents think 


too long, and J have marked them out for that 
urpoſe : By this Means the ſecond Catechiſm will 
e reduced to about fifty Queſtions. But let the 
ther twenty ſix be learned before the Child pro- 
Weds to the Aſſembly's, which I call the Youths 
atechi/m, | 


F 3 = trines 
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trines of the Goſpel are laid down in the fir 


Part of it, as far as Queſtion 30, which per Vi 
haps takes up a whole Year's toil and labour off gl 
Memory before the Child is taught any Thin an 

practical, either of its Duty to God or its D G. 
ty to Man: As tho' a Child need not be tauę wi 
Ged's Commandments nor his own Duty F- 
till he hath learnt the Infinity and Eternity wh 

GodFthe Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, hill of 

Decrees of God, the Covenant of -Worl {elf 
made with Adam as our Head, our original Sl -- 

and Miſery by the Fall, the Doctrine of Ele lar; 

tion and Redemption, the Conſtitution of . un 
Perſon and the Offices of Chriſt, his Humilil tha 
tion and Exaltation, together with 'the App thy/ 
cation of his Redemption by the Operation 94 
the Holy Spirit, the Benefits of Juſtification a di 
Adoption and Sanctification, and the Hai com 
neſs of Believers at their Death and Reſureſ ligic 
tion; for all theſe Things are introdtced F 

Matters of Faith before any Rules of Duty af fons 
mentioned. = | Lig] 


'The! it be granted that theſe are glorioffÞ eſpe; 
Parts of our Religion, and may be taught 
Toon as a Child can underſtand them, yet 
humbly conceive it cannot be neceſſary to wi 
Hold a Child from the Knowledge of his Duff with 
to God and Man till he hath learn'd all th of G 
ſublime Doctrines. It ſeems to me a mug tion 
more natural Method firſt to ſhew the CH your 
the Law of God, with his Duty to obey | 
and then to convince him that he has bro 
this holy Law, and that he is expoſed to 9 
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Diſpleaſure here and hereafter : Now upon this 
View the Goſpel of *Chri/? comes in as a moft 
olorious Relief, and the Child will underftand 
and ſee how much he ay hong ſuch a 
Goſpel and ſuch a Saviour, and he will attend 
with more ferious Diligence to the Name of 
Jeſus and the bleſſed Diſcoveries of Grace, 
when he finds he is expoſed to the juſt Anger 
of God for his Sins, if he does not betake him- 
ſelf to this Relief. * e le 1 
X. Rule. It may be proper enough in the 
larger F theſe Catechiſms, a * ꝛohich are 
empos d for a Youth of 12 % 14 Years' of Age, 
that the whole Scheme or Method be different fro: 
thoſe which are framed for mere Infancy or Child- 
Mod.: So the Afſembly's Catechiſm is written in 
a different Method from thoſe which I have 
compoſed for younger Years, tho the ſame Re- 
ligion and the ſame Goſpel is exhibited in both. 
By ſuch-a Diverfity of Methods young Per- 
ſons will ſee the fame Truths ſet in a different 
Light: And it may be of conſiderable Uſe, 
eſpecially to thoſe of a brighter Genius and 
better Parts, to turn their Religion on all Sides, 
ang learn how beautiful it is in every Situaticn, 
to obſerve how happily all the Parts correſpond 
with one another, and all confpirein the Glory 
Jof God, the Honour of Te os and the Salva- 
tion of finful Man. But I think for all the 
younger Catechiſms tis much better they 
ſhould be form'd in the very ſame Method, 
eſt while Children are ſo very young and ig- | 
worant, Variety of Methods fhould embarrats 


rather 


* 
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rather than, enlighten them : For this Reaſon 
5 have framed my two rſt Catechiſms on the 
ſame Plan. 

XI. Rule. In tbaſe younger 0. atechiſms Where 
the Scheme and Method is much the Jane: 2 th 
Queſtions and Anfwers be expreſs'd in di 
Forms of Words, and the Manners of — 
and bear a. little different Turn, even thi 
the Senſe may be the very ſame. This will have 
two conſiderable Advantages in it. (I.) The 
Child will not be ready to intermingle the An- 
ſwers of theyeunger and elder. Catechiſms t oge- 
ther; which he would perpetually do if = 
Queſtions were expreſs'd in the ſame Words, 
or if the Anſwers begun in the ſame Forms of 
Speech. (2.) The Child will gain more Know- 
ledge: of the Things of Religion and of the 
Language, of Chriſtianity, by having the ſame 
Doctrines and Duties ſet before him in diffe- 
rent Forms of Speech, as his Age and Under- 
ſtanding advances. 

But if in compoſing two ſuch Catechiſmsany 
Perſon ſhould think there may be a Neceſſity of 
repeating the very ſame Queſtion in the ſame 
words, then let the Anſwer be exactly the ſame 
too; and then a Child will be under no Danger 
of Miſtake, nor of intermingling one Cate- 
chiſm with another. 

XII. Rule. Let there be one or more well 
choſen Text of Scripture added to ſupport ali 


7 Anfwer „and to prove the ſeveral Parts ef 


it. This will ſhew the Child that we own 
4 Scripture or Word of God to be the d. 


VINE 
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vine and ſupreme Rule of our Belief and 
Practice, and that this Catechiſm is borrowed 
from the Bible as the great Source and Origi- 
nal of our holy Religion. This will make 
him know betimes that his Catechifms are not 
to be put in the Room and Place of the Bible: 
All the Works of Men may be capable of Mi- 
ſtakes, but the Scripture is the only infallible 
and certain Rule of all revealed Truth and 
Chriſtian Knowledge. It will alſo have ano- 
ther good Effect, and that is, it will by De- 
grees lead the Child into the Underſtanding 
and Remembrance of ſome of the moſt uſeful 
Texts of Scripture on which the chief Articles 
of Chriſtianity are founded, and furniſh his 
tender Mind with. the rich Treaſure of the 
Word of God. 
Yet in the very youngeſt Catechiſm pe 

haps little Children would find this Addition mf 
Scripture too tireſome and tedious; nor would 
it be of any conſiderable” Uſe till they are old 
enough to compare the Anſwers in the -Cate- 
chiſm with the Words and Senſe of Sctipture, 
and to obſerve how one correſponds with the 
other. Therefore I have omitted the ſcriptu- 
ral Proofs in the f Citectitfm;. tho” I have 
with Diligence and Cate collected and added 
them to the ſecond, And in the Aſſembly's 
Catechiſm which is a Catechiſin for Lauth, this 
I xm. ly in ſome Editions of it. 

ill. Nek. I pen a 8 rs 7 
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„ Neceſſity that the Terms ae bBiehß 
are 


58 A Diſcourſe on Sect. VIII. 


are uſed in it ſhould be ſo plain and familiar as 1M 
thoſe which are compoſed for Children: And in- WP 
deed it is better that the Terms and Language ¶ N 
of Scripture, ſuch as Fuftifiratiom, Aavption, Nef 
San#tfication, &c. ſhould be made uſe of here, {Wm 
partly becauſe it may be ſuppoſed that theſe N eſt 
Children may have acquired ſome Notions of Pie 
theſe Things at this Age by their religious Edu- Nini 
cation, and partly becauſe it is neceſſary that 
by this Time they ſhauld come to read the 
Scriptures wherein theſe Terms are uſed, with 
a greater Degree of Underſtanding. Lis fit 
' therefore that this Sort of Language in which 
it hath pleaſed God to reveal divine Things to 
Men ſhould be made more familiar to them 
. While they are growing up to manly Age. This 
Rule is obſerved in a good Degree in the A¶ſen- 
 Bly's ſhorter Catechiſm, which 1 have here inſert- 
ed in its Order for the Inſtruction of Youth. 
Yet tis certain that in far the greateſt Num- 
ber of Chriſtian Families there is not Car 
enough, or there is not Skill enough, in the Pa- 
rents or Maſters to explain theſe Terins, and 
lead their Children or Seryants into clear and 
eaſy Ideas of divine Things, as they are deli 
ver d to us in many of the Words and Phraſes 
of Scripture, or in the Language of this com 
prehenſive Catechiſm : And tis for this Reaſo 
that ſo many learned Men have ſpent the 
Time in writing Expoſitions upon it. 
But it muſt be obſerved that moſt of thelc 
Expoſitions, inſtead of 1 Os Word bert, 
uſed in the Aembly's Catechiſm, have inlarge 
W upo 
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upon the Doctrines and Duties of our holy Re- 
gion, to give a more full and extenſive View 
f all the Parts and Branches that belong to it; 
among which Mr. Havel's Work is one of the . 
eſt. Thoſe who break the long Anſwers into 
Pieces and explain them in Parts, are in my O- 
pinion of the greateſt Uſe to young Perſons. 
think that which is ſaid to be written by 
Dr. Vallis is of this Kind: But they are all too 
bng for Children, 

There are ſome Perſons have imagined that 


n order to render it eaſy for younger Under- 


ſtandings and Memories, they ſhould throw 
their whole Expoſition into a great Number of 
Queſtions about every thing that relates to the 
Doctrine contained in each Anſwer of the 
Aſembly's Catechiſm; and that the Child ſhould ' 


tave nothing to remember, but only to an- 


wer Tes or No: But I fear this is of no very 


geat Uſe to younger Children, unlefs a Rea- 


on or a Scripture be added. Where the Pa- 
tent or Maſter ſpeaks almoſt all that is faid in 


is asking the Queſtion, and the Child has no 


more to anſwer than Yes or No, it gives but 
mall Improvement to the Underſtanding : 
For ſince there is but one right and one wrong 
Anſwer, the Child may happen to give the 
nght Anſwer often by gueſs without any 
Knowledge what the Queſtion —_ 
XIV. Rule J have often thought that the 
borte/t Comment upon that Catechiſm, and moſt 
a vr for thiſ who learn it by heart, might cn conſt 
Fa mere Explication of . a "Re 
whic 


—— — — rn nm — 
1 
” 
* 


Such an Expoſition às this would very little in- 


— — — — — — — — 


— 


bo _ A Diſcourſe on Sect. VIII. 


which are more difficult to be under? 20d, placed 
under every Anſi wen wherein thoſe Words are uſed. 


creaſe the, Bulk or Price of- ihe Catechiſm it- 
ſe]f, as it. would alſo be ver favourable and 


indulgent to the Memory of ners. 
The particular Rules proper to be obſerved 
in ſuch an Expoſition are theſe: 


1, As we ſuppoſe the Youth Nel learn it to 
be 12 or 14 Years old, there will be no need of 
explaining the more common Terms and Lan- 
gig: wei in it, ſuch as, The, Ward of God, 
Law, Duty, Rule, Wiſdom, Prey, &c. for they 
will be Mzen at that Age to all thoſe who have 
had the 17 8 chews of areligious Education. 

2. There need be no Explication given of 
thoſe Words Which are directly and expreſſy 
explain 'd in any of the following A of Mami! 
the Catechiſm, ſuch as Creation, Providence, Nofibl 
Chriſt's Humi ration and E xaltation, Sacrament, 
Baptiſm, Lard's Supper, &c. 

3. As for the Words that may be uſed in dif- 
ferent Senſes, or extend to many and various i 
Kinds of Things, Lthink it is not neceſſary to 
ſhew in how many Senſes they may be taken, 
or how, many Things they extend to; but ra- 
on to declare briefly what is the Senſe of them 

ey ſtand in that very Anſwer of the Cate- 
chin; as for Inſtance, the Word Sacrifice does 
not, always mean an CG for. Sin, but 


ſometimes it ſignifies, . ering of Corn, 
ne, or Oil, in a way ann „ and Meir ( 
| eee it is uſed 101 our Chriſtian Du- 


ties 
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ws of Praiſe to God and Bounty to the Poor, 
b. xiii. 15, 16. but ſince it is applied 
n this Catechiſm only to the Sacrifice Crit 
hich atones for our Sins, it is better to deſine 
here, ſome | living Creature flain and offer 'd 
5h God to anſwer for ſome Offence committed. 
rainſt him: And it is my Opinion that this 
ay of explaining will lead an ignorant Perſon 


o W 2 ſhorter, plainer, and eafter Manner to 
of {Wnderſtand' the Anſwers given in the Cate- 
1- Nun, than if there were a long Detail of the 
%, Nrrious Senſes of the Word. 8 4 


There is little Difficulty how to inter- 
ve Net tiioſe Terms or Phraſes which have been 
ade Matter of Controverſy among thoſe 
of Wery Miniſters and Chriſtians who approve of 
y is Catechiſm in general and teach it in their 
of Families. Now I think it beſt to let as few as 
ce, Wofiible- of thoſe Controverſies be intimated 
nt, Nr awaken'd: And let thoſe few Terms or 

Phraſes have their moſt general Senſe affixed 
di- them, ſuch as verges toward no Extreme: 
ous Wind let them be explained in fo moderate 
y to N catholick a Signification as may not run 
ich into the Sentiments of any Party, but 
nay (as far as the Words will bear it) be con- 
bued in ſuch a Meaning as we may reafon- 


* 


ate- ly ſuppoſe was approved by the whole vene- 
does Mable Aﬀembly-who ed it, and ſuch as 
but agreeable to far the greateſt Part of thoſe 
rn, Who make uſe of this Catechiſm to inſtruct 


and ei Children. And yet after all. 1 cannot 
#1 9G N "Wl for- 
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forbear to wiſh, that ſome few Expreſſions 
in it had been formed with a more cathoW" 
lick Latitude, fo as might have given le 
Diſguſt to any pious Minds, but might hav, 
rendered ĩt more univerſally acceptable to out 
Nation. 

5. There is another Rule that ought to be 
obſerved alſo in explaining all the difficul 
Terms and Phraſes, and that is, that if poſlibl 
there, might no hard Word enter into thi 
Explication, but that all the Terms uſed ii. 
the Explication of the Words might be muchiif 
eaſier to be underſtood, and more plain ani. 
familiar than the Terms and Phraſes which ar: 
explained. 

XV. Rule. At the ſame Time that ti 
youngeſt Catechiſm of the Principles of Religion 
learned, the . may alſo begin wi attain a li 
tle hiſtorical e of the Bible, by way 9 
4 and Anfwer. This ſhould be dra 
up in as eaſy, plain and ſimple a Sale as can: 
well be contrived. 

I confeſs the Bible is ſo large a Book, 
contains fo rich a Variety of entertaining 
Hiſtories, and =p d . mc early a Date: 
the o 4. tis im 

die al She neceſſary Things of thiff 
Kind can be crowded into ſo ſmall a Com 
paſs as to be impos d on the Memories « 
Children in their youngeſt Years : L wouk 8 
propoſe therefore that two Catechiſms 6 
formed : The firſt ſhould be called 
I 72 
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[atechiſm.. of Serrpture-Names, and it ſhould. 
pntain nothing but the Name of the Perſon 
With one © ſingle Character of him. This 
[ ght be: ſufficient for the Years of In- 


| The ſecond * which I call the Hiſtorical 
atechiſm ſhould be framed for Children and 
Mouth from ſeven Years old to fifteen, and 
Would run thro the Scripture in a ſhort Ac- 


Wicidents or Stories which employ. and delight 
e Fancy. As it begins at the Creation of 
Things, ſo it ſhould run down to the 
hys of the Apoſtles and the ſetting up 
Kingdom of 1 amang Men, 
ich is as far as the Hiſtory of Scripture. 

aches. 
It is true, this Field is fo very large, that 
oſoever writes ſuch a Catechiſm for Chi'- 
n muſt neceſſarily leave out many wor- 
Names of Men which ſhould not be 
gotten, and a Multitude of Things which 
e could with might be inſerted : And 
Im fo well aſſured of the great Ulſefulne's 
inſtructing Children and young Perſors 
oul he Tranſactions of Scripture, that I 
e compoſed a m_ larger N 
2 0 
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of the facred Hiſtory by way of Queſtio 
and Anſwer, which lies by me, and per 
haps - hereafter may ſee the Light. Bu Je 
the Deſign of the preſent Catechiſm for ti * 
Inſtruction of tender Years muſt limit | 
to a very narrow Compaſs. Many valu ſes 
able Monuments of facred Antiquity mu 
be omitted, leſt the Fancy of Children b. ple 
overwhelmed and cloyed, as well as the 
Memory over-burden'd, eſpecially confi 
dering they are learning fome Catechiuſ ** 
of the Principles of Religion at the fam racl 
Time, | 
The ſpecial Parts of the ſacred Histo | 
ry which ſhould be inſerted into the! 
* 7 are chiefly ſuch as thele tes 
D. J 
1. Thoſe that. will naturally lead t 
Child into the Knowledge of God as th 
Maker, the Governour, and the Judge « 
the World : Therefore there ſhould 
mentioned ſeveral of the Works of God 
as the Creation of all Things, the Inte 
reſt of Providence in the Aﬀairs of Me 
and particularly the Rewards of th 
Righteous, and 'the Puniſhments of th 
Wicked, 8 
2. Thoſe Parts of Hiſtory that are mol 
neceſſary or uſeful in order to underſtan 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel and the Rel 
ion of Chrift the better; ſuch are, th 


ranſactions with Adam in his Creation an 
: | 
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in his Fall, the Promiſe of the Meſſiah to 
Abraham, the Conduct of God towards the 
Jews in their Travels from Egypt to Ca- 
naan, ſome of the Laws and Ordinances 
which he gave them by the Hand of Mo- 
ſes, the Doctrine of Sacrifices and the Prieſt- 
hood, the Care of God for his choſen Peo- 
ple of rae! under their Judges and their 
Kings, their Sins and the Puniſhment of 
them, their Captivity in Babylon and Reſto- 
ntion to their own Land, the Life, Mi- 
ncles, Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt the 
don of God, his Commiſſion to his Apoſtles 
to preach the Goſpel, and their amazing 
oo in converting both Fews and Gene 
11 , & 
3. There ſhould be inſerted alſo ſome of 
thoſe Incidents of the Old Teſtament which 
re rehearſed in the New to ſome very conſi- 
derable and valuable Purpoſes in the Chriſtian - 
Religion; ſuch are the Affairs of Mah, 
Vrabam, Jacob, Moſes and Aaron, , Joſhua 
aud David, Elijah and Eliſha, Jonah and 
Daniel, &c. | MY AT} 
4. Such as will give occaſion to a Child 
pay to draw ſome moral or religious Leſ- 
on by plain and ſhort Inferences, and parti- 
Weularly ſuch as relate to Parents and to Chil- 
en, in which their Ser of Life has a 
Wy peculiar Intereſt. Therefore it may 
e proper to inſert the, Carriage of Cain, to 
ab Brother, and that of Ham, Shem and 
| | (7 3 Fapheth 
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Japbeth to their Father, and of Joſeph to his St 
Brethren ; the Carriage of Eli to his Sons, Ml bu 
the Characters of Samuel and Foſiah, of Ml vet 
Timothy and of Chrift himſelf in their younger ¶ the 
Years, Ci 
For the fame Reaſon it is fit to mention the tive 
Rebellion any Death of Alſahm, the Lepro- D. 
ſy which was inflicted on Gebazi, and Death In 
on Ananias and 2 for telling a Lye, the ve 
Slaughter of the Children that mocked EI. ne 
Jha by a Bear, &c. that Children may be wh 
warned againſt thoſe Sins to which they are bl 
NET -- 5-488 full 

5. Such Hiſtories ſhould have ſome Place ufe 
here as are moſt univerſally known by all 
Chriſtians, and are moſt frequently mentioned obſ 
in Converſation, and taught in religious Fa- Na 
mikes ; eſpecially if they have any Thing mar-M In 
vellous or extraordinary in them; for this the 
more ſenſibly attracts the Minds of Chil fo 
dren and gives them moſt Delight in Learn fon 
ing. Upon this Account in the Old Teſta Ad 
ment the. Books of Genes and Exodus may ma. 
perhaps have rather a larger Share in theſi dre 
Catechiſms. the 

It may be obſerved alſo in the Deſcripti wo 
on of the Character of a Perſon, we neet 
not always uſe that Character which is mol 
Cconfiderable in itſelf, but that which wil 
moſt ſenſibly ſtrike the Minds of Children 
And fo in the Deſcription of Places we nee 
fay little or nothing of their geographic 
C 1 
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Stuation which would be uſeleſs to Children, 
but we ſhould rather deſcribe them, by the moſt 
remarkable Circumſtance of, Scripture Hiſtory, 
that related to them. MNineveh is the great 
City where Jonah was ſent to preach, and An- 
och ſhould be deſcribed as the City where the 
Diſciples of Cheiſt were fir/? ealled Chriſtians. 
In like manner in the Stories or Narratives, 
we may better neglect ſome Action really 
more conſiderable in itfelf to inſert ' another 
which ſome Readers may think leſs confider- 
able, if it ſtrikes young Minds more” power- 
fully and agreeably, and may alſo be of more 
ace uſe to Children. | 

al There is another Rule which may be 
ned obſeryed in compoſing the Catechiſm . of 
Fa- Names and the Hiſtorical Catechiſm, viz. 
nar- In the Catechiſm of Names. tis beſt to put 
thi the Name of the Perſon into the Que- 
hi- ftion, and give the Character of the Per- 
fon in the Anſwer ; as, Queſtion, Ihe was 
Adam? Anſwer, The firſt Man that G 
made; which I judge more proper for Chil- 
dren than te make the mere Name © be 
the Anſwer to the Queſtion; fr this 
would burden and tire their Infant-Memories 
as ſoon as they can ſpeak, with mere "Hebrew 
Words and hard Names, which they ſeldom 
pronounce plain and true; nor would the Pa- 
rents asking the Queſtion give them ſo ex- 
_— a Knowledge of the Character of the 
Perſon as if they are required to remem- 
ber 
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ber and, ſpeak it themſelves by way of 


Anſwer. . ow" | 

In the Hiftorical Catechiſm which ma 
be begun to be learnt a_Year or two af 
terward, we may ſometimes change this 
Order, and put the Character, of the Per- 
ſon into the Queſtion, and the Name into 
the Anſwer : As Queſtion, Io was the fri 
Man that God made? Anſwer, Adam : ſup- 
poſing that by this time Children are well 
acquainted with the hard Names, and can 
pronounce them plain, And beſides, this 
order of Things may give a better Intro- 12 
duction to the next Queſtion which relates het 
to ſome remarkable Action of the Perſon men- 
tioned. _ 

In the Hiſtorical Catechiſm there might be K 
annexed one Text of Scripture at leaſt to Wl 
every Anſwer ; but we need only name the 
Book, Chapter and Verſe, without citing the | 
Words at length, which would take up too be 
much room, and be leſs uſeful to Children in Pp 
their youngeſt Age of Life. But when they 1 
come to ſix or ſeven Years old -or more, and 
are able to find out any Text of Scripture by n 
the Name of the Book, Chapter and Verſe, 2 
then it will be a uſeful and entertaining Exer- 
ciſe for them to ſeek out the complete Hiſtory I » 
of all thoſe Perſons in the Bible who are men- 7 -, 
- tioned in their Catechiſm, __ \ | : 
Io conclude, ſince none of theſe Catechiſms I , 


are very large, they may be eaſily om by Tt 
| | 1 rt « 
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heart by thirteen or fourteen Years of Age; 
and even before they are treaſured up in the 
Memory they ſhould be often read by Chil- 
dren ; and perhaps alſo elder Perſons whoſe 
Knowledge is but ſmall may profit by them. 
But what other Rules are needful for the more 
profitable Uſe of theſe Catechiſms ſhall be in- 
ſerted in the particular 2 that ſtand be- 
fore them, to which I refer the Reader. 
The Catechiſms for Children being ſo ſhort, 
it was not poſſible to inſert in them all the par- 
ticular Sins and Follies to which that Age is 
liable: And yet perhaps nothing would be a 
better Guard againſt theſe Follies and Sins than 
to have them in a particular Detail and De- 
ſcription ſet before the Eyes of Children, with 
a Word of Caution againſt them drawn ,both 
from Reaſon and. Scripture. This is done by 
Way of Queſtion and Anſwer ; not to be im- 
poſed on Children to learn it by heart, but to 
read it frequently; and I have called it, 4 
Preſervative from Sin and Folly. | 
After all our Studies and Cares in every Age 
to make the great Things of God intelligible 
and plain to the younger and the more igno- 
rant Part of Mankind, there will be ſtill 
too much Ignorance of God, and Chriſt, and 
Religion found even in a Nation bleſt with 
Liberty and the Goſpel. It is needful that Pa- 
rents, and Maſters, and Miniſters ſhould. la- 
bour in Prayer as well as in Writing and 
Teaching, that God may ſucceed all our va 
WI 
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with a divine Blefling, that he may print the 
great and neceſſary Truths of Chriſtianity on 
the Souls of Children and Youth by his own 
Spirit, that he may write the Duties of it in 
their Hearts, and make them legible in their 
Lives. O may the riſing Generation in Great- 
Britain have their Minds and Conſciences ſo 
divinely inlaid with the ſacred Articles of our 
holy Religion, that they may ſtand the Shock 
of Temptation in this Day of growing Ihfi- 
delity, and ſtand up in future Times to pro- 
feſs, defend and adorn the Goſpel of Chriſt; 
and may theſe little unambitious Labours of 
mine for the Uſe of Children and Babes be ſo 
far bleit of Heaven, as to bear ſome happy In- 
fluence toward diffuſing the Beams of divine 
Light in a dark World, for the Glory of our 
— 28 „and the eternal Salvation of Souls, 


Advertiſement to TEACHERS. 


T Ogether with the ſecond Edition of this 
=» Book the ſeveral Catechiſms are at the 
ſame Time alſo printed in ſmall Books by 
- themſelves for the uſe of Children according 
to their different Ages. But it was thought 
proper before they were thus printed and more 
diffuſed in the World, to ſubject them once 
more to the careful Examination of ſeveral 
. worthy Minifters ; that no Word: nor Phraſe 
might be left in them which might create — 


: Catecbiſins for Children. 7x. 
liffeulty te the Underſtandings or Conſciences 
of Children, -or which might be offenſive ta 
any of their Parents or Teachers; ſuppoſing 
that they hold the common chief Proteſtant 
Doctrines which n profeſt amongſt 


us, tho they may differ in their Opinion in 
ur I eſſer things. I his is the Reaſon why ſome 
* Hes Expreſſions are alter d and made plainer, 


and J hope my Readers will agree that they are 
0- Werery where changed for the better, and that 
* ; Witere will be no occaſion for any more changes 
n any following Edition, Yet if any Perſons 
i Hane a Word or Phraſe, they may put ano- 
a der in the room of it. | 


K. Advertiſemem to LEARNERS. 


F any Perſons younger or elder have a 

mind to paſs a right Judgment how far any 
of theſe Catechiſms may be neceſſary or uſe- 
ful to themſelves, let them ask themſelves the 


he Ncredtons while they hide the Anſwer from 
b their Eyes; or let two of them ask each other 
; / the Queſtions by turns. -And then it will ap- 
ns ear they have need to learn the Anſwer of 


theſe Catechiſms whereſoever they are not able 
o give a tolerable Anſwer of themſelves. 


* 


THE END. 


Table of the Contents, 


Diſcourſe on the 2 of Iaſtruction by Ca 
A rechifms, and of the belt Manner of coins 


them. ; 
87 CT. I. The Duty 7 if nftrutting Childre 
in Religion. Page 


SEcT. II. Of inſtrucking Children, art 
by Reaſon, 22 — by the Authority 0 
Farm. 
SECT, 3 Short Summaries if Religion a 
neceſſa for the 1; norant.. . 
* Ii. ' Catechiſms are the be e/t- Sum 
ries of Religion for Chillen. 
Sec. V. Of” teaching” Children to unde 
Hand what they learn ly heart, and of th 


E of Ufermnt c HOY for 2 


Ages. | 
[ sr. VI. OY compoſing any ' other Catl 
ch ſons beſides that 8 N A ſenby ef D 
—_— 7 | * d 
SET. VII. The Nenmdententes of teachi 
Children what they don't underſtand. 2 
SEC% VII. Rules for compoſing Gatechiſi 
Fer Children. 
Advertiſementst 0 Teachers. \. 0 % =o 
Advert! no to Learners 2 


